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Clearly proying, that the Generality of thoſe 
that profeſs themſelves her Clergy, have 
forſaken moſt of the important Docttines 
of her Articles, Homilies and Collets, con- 
tained in the * Prayer. 
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TO ALL 


The People of E neland, 


That ATTEND upon the 
Min 1STRY of that Church. 


GENTLEMEN, 


T is nat purely to pleaſe my ſelf, but in 
Faithfulneſs to the Souls of many, which I 
greatly love and value, is the chie 
Motive of my Writing ; and therefore I 
5 theſe two Requeſts moſt humbly to beg 

fs... 


Furſt, To weigh what is here ſaid with the 
greateſt Seriouſneſs and Impartiality. 

' Secondly, That you would lie open to plain 
Conviftion, not regarding any thing but the 
Truth; and then I make no doubt but it will 
©9832 549 A 2 have 


iv. The PREFACE. 


have ſuch a. good Effet, as to cool, fweeten, 


and alter your preſent Sentiments of thoſe whom 


you call Diſſenters; when you ſee they. are the 
beff Churchmen in holding: up and maintain- 
ing thoſe DoTrines that are Fundamental, and 
Which are contained in your Articles and Homi- 
lies; from which the Generality of your 
Clergy are revolted, though: they all give their 
Aſſent and Conſent to maintain them, before 


God, Angels and Men, when they come firſt 


to preach among you ; without which Conſent 


they could neither obtain or hold their Places 
of Honour and Profit. 


I doubt not but the Title Page may ſeem ſur- 
prizing to you: But, by the firſt Quotation, 
from no leſs Man than Dr. Edwards of Cam- 
bridge, which is no more than what be ſaid 
before the Clergy of that Univerſity, in bis 
Sermon on the happy Union between England 
and Scotland, which he cauſed to be printed 
by J. Robinſon, in the Year 1707, called, One 
Nation, and One King, that all the Clergy 
might have Liberty to reply to it, if it were not 
true, Now when I had read this, and three 
Books wrote by the ſame Author, entitled, 
The Preacher, and found in them that he proves 
to a Demonſtration, that the Arminian Clergy 


are apoftatized from the Doctrine of the Re- 
| formation; I reſolved with myſelf to inſpect 


narrowly into the Truth of what the, Dodfor 
charges them' with, and applied myſelf cloſely 
to read that godly and great Searcher into An- 


tiquity, Biſhop Uſher ; as alſo Biſhop Bab- 


bington, 


* 
1 
- 


3 


— „ 
E - | hg 3 * * % ſe FE 
4 A a a 4 
antes £4; SL . _ 


. 
ww” * 4 e 1 * it 
re {vt N 1 2 GT 
5 Wy 


The P-REF AC E. * 
bington, Bi/bop Hall, Biſhop Reynolds, Bi- 


ſhop Downham, and Biſhop Beveridge, and 
ſeveral others; and find all their, Works were 
founded on the Calvinian Bottom ; this has 


cauſed me to have held many Arguments with 
the Clergy and Laity; wherein I find them 


great Enemies to the Doctrines of the Refor- 


mation. I cannot forbear tranſcribing a Paſ- 
ſage or two I met with in a late Author, 

I cannot (ſays he) but make one Obſer- 
vation obvious to any Enquirer; with 
what Wonder and Aſtoniſhment would 
thoſe great Luminaries, the firſt Refor- 
mers of your Eſtabliſhed Church, look down 
on our preſent Generation, to fee. their 
Doctrines exploded, and made the Sneer 
and Banter of thoſe Men who fill their 
Places of Profit and Honour! though they 
are not worthy to carry their Books after 
them for profound Knowledge and godly 
living; which made them greatly. beloved. 
in their Days, and their Works wel with 
* a ſweet Savour to all godly and wiſe Men. 
Another Obſervation the ſame Author makes 1s, 
That the Works of thoſe very Men, down 
to one hundred Years, and more, for the 
Benefit of . facceeding Generations, are now 
* in ſuch ſmall Eſteem, that twelve Months 
* Labour of one Divine then, will not fetch 
* a Groat per Pound for waſte Paper; when 
* at the ſame Time the Turkiſh Alcoran, 
* or any othet Antichriſtian Piece of leſs 
Bulk, immediately ſtriking at the Honour 
* of our dear Lord, or the Holy Spirit, 
* b a 1 
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© that only can reveal him, meets with eaf- | 


© neſt Attention, and will almoſt fetch a 
Pound in Money ; ; which he thinks Mat- 
« ter of reat Lamentation.” And, agreeable 
to this, T bought -a Folio of that godly Man's 
Works Mr. Perkins for 18d. | cont#ining 
797 Pages; which ſhews at what a low Price 
their pibus Labours are rated. | 

Reader, my earneſt Requeſt 18, - That you 


would, if you are a Perſon that can afford it, 


buy the aforementioned Books of Dr. Edwards's, 


ot you will ſee much more of the Deceit of 
the Amit Clergy laid open, than I can 
pretend to ſet forth in this ſmall. Treatiſe : +: 


And when you have read them with great 
Application, then lend them to your | Br ends 
and Nei hour ; and this-will be doing the 


greateſt Piece of Love and Kindneſs you tan 


poſſibly do for them: For if the Plague was 
£06 us, would you not rejoice if you had a 
Remedy that would cure it? Why not then 
help them to one againſt a Plogue much worſe 
than that of the Body (as the Doctor expreſſes 
it ;) for as the Soul is of infinite more Value 
than the Body, ſo ought all our Concerns to be 
applyed about its Welfare. 

Before I cloſe this Preface, let me entreat 


you to ve like the noble Bereans, who ſearched 


the Scriptures daily, to ſee if thoſe Things were 


fo or net ; and look into the Works of your anci- 


ent. godly Biſhops and others of your learned 
Divines ; and 2 1 make no doubt but you 
will fee our Arminian Clergy have led you 
out of the — old Way, and have given you a 

counterfeit 
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Tue PREFACE. vii 
counterfeit Coin, with a Pretence it is the true; 
but thoſe who know one from the other, will 
eaſily perceive the Fraud, I have gleaned out 
of. the aforementioned Books of the Do#or's, 
moſt of the Paſſages which prove what 1 have 
advanced in this Treatiſe,for theſe three Reaſons : 
Firſt, becauſe the Books come to ſo much Money, 
that the Poor cannot afford to buy th m. 
Secondly, The Titles of them, and the Author's 
Degn in their Publication, being known but 
to a few. And, Thirdly, You al; lade to hear 
what 4 Doctor of your own Church hat ſaid, 


more than one you call a Diſſenter; for aich 


I cannot blame you, fince I ſhould be 5 an 


the ſame, if 1 was in jour Place. 


1 ſhall here add, that I heartily MY that 


awhat I have offered to your Confideration, -may 


have that bleſſed Effect on ycu, to open your 
Eyes, and turn tt from Darkneſs to Light. 


A 
{ . 


3 remate, 
Your real Friend, 


And humble Servant, 


Jonathan Warne. 
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The Rev. Mr. Whitefield's Recommen- 
Aation of the following Book, viz, 


Dear Mr. Warne, 


your Two firſt Tracts, The Church o 
I you turned Difſe enter, ad Armi niani 


the Back-door to Pepery; I think the Quota- 
ions out of Dr. 0 are worth their 
Weight in Gald; I iotend to recommend 
_ _ 1them/in. my Journal; and am, with Thanks 


for your kind Preſent, 
Nour obliged Friend 


3 Sarruant, 
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DISSENTER, &c. 


Di$SSENTER, 


GOOD Morning to you, my old 

Neighbour : how do you do to-day ? 
I am glad to ſee you look with ſo chear- 
ful a Countenance; I hope you have 
heard ſome good News. 

Churchman. You have rightly gueſſed; for I hear 
our new Church tis finiſhed, and will be preached in 
next Sunday; and that I think is good News indeed. 

Dif. I am not ſorry you have got ſo commodious 
a Place of Worſhip ; but what would raiſe my Joy 
to a greater Height, would be to hear the old Church 
of England Doctrines preached in it, as it were in xv 
all your Churches one hundred and twenty Years 
ago; and have been preached by ſeveral godly 


learned Men within theſe thirty Years, viz. Biſhop 


Beveridge, Dr. Edwards of Cumbridge, Mr. Burkit 
of Dedbam, and Mr. Fenks of Harley in Shropſhire, 
and many others, too tedious, to mention; but I 
name theſe becauſe they are in print, and are all vn 
my ſide in fundamental Points. 

Cb. Lam greatly ſurpriſed at your Wiſh: Why! 
is not the Doctrine taught in our Church, by the 
B preſent 
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preſent Clergy, the ſame as it was at our firſt Re- 
formation from Popery, in the Days of our godly 
King Edward the Sixth, and in the Reign of his 
Siſter Queen Elizabeth of bleſſed Memory ? What! 
will you inſinuate that we are changed from what we 
were then? Will you go about to prove that we are 
revolted from our godly Martyrs, and bleſſed Re- 
formers? I hope that you, nor no Man in England, 
is able to prove any ſuch thing; for our Clergy boaſt 
greatly of Antiquity, and ſay, The nearer the Foun- 
tain, the (learer the Siream: Now this would be a 
manifeſt Contradiction to that Notion. _- 

Di/. I hope to make it appear as plain, as two 
and two make four, that the Generality cf the Cler- 
" gy preach a Doctrine ſubverſive of, and inconſiſtent 


with, ſome of the Truths cont; r in their Articles 


and Homilies, and ſeveral Things contained in their 
Common- Prayers. 

Ch. I pray you be ſo kind as to make plain 
what you charge them with: for that will be an In- 
ducement to me to leave them, and go where I may 
hear the beſt Doctrines preached: For, if they do 
not teach the Doctrines they ſubſcribe to, then they 
are not the Men I always took them to be: For 1 
cannot but believe our godly Reformers, and holy 
Martyrs, who compiled thoſe Articles and Homilies, 
were good Men, and are gone to Heaven. 

Di/. I make no doubt of that: For if your preſent 
Clergy were as ſound in their Faiih, and as holy in 
their Lives as they were, there would not be ſo many 
Diſſenters, as you call chem, as there are; ſo | heard 
a Churchman ſay not long ago. I will enter on the 
Proof of what I before ſaid ; which ſhall be from 
a Doctor of your own Church. The Clergy. of the 
Univerſity of Cambridge choſe Dr. Edwards to preach | 
to them, in Great St. Mary's, on the Thankſgiving- * 
Day for the happy Union between England and Scot- * 
land: And when he had ſhewn the many Bleſſings 7 

| that Y 


Turned Diſſenter. 3 | 


that might be be brought about by their being ſo 
cloſely united, and ſo oppoſite to Popery, he ſays 
as follows: pn al | 
We are more particularly united in thoſe refor- 
med Doctrines, which are oppoſed to Pelagianiſm, 
and Arminianiſm. Any impartial Man may dif- 
j © cern the Senſe of the Church of England, in thoſe 
Points, by looking into her Articles and Hemilies; 
and into the Writings of the od Conformiſts, ard 
« Epiſcopal Clergy, who perfectly agieed with the 
« Puritans in theſe DoQrines, Ard they eſteemed 
* theſe as Chriſtian Verities, belonging to the very 
Foundation: They held them to be the great 
© Ramparts and Bulwarks of Chriſtianity : And 
© herein they were backed by the Church of Scotland, 
© which unanimouſly profeſſed theſe Doctrines, and 
held them to be the Teſt and Barriers of the Pro- 
« teſtant Religion. Thus the Church (1 had almoſt 
called it the Kirk) of Scotland, and that of cur 
© Neighbours were intirely one. The more deplo- 
© rable, therefore it is to ſee, how the Generality of 
* 
c 
c 
« 


La. 
14 
1 
— 
1 . 
< *J 
42 
% 
- ; 
+3 
29 - 
£0 
, 
. 
Rh 
9 
w 2 
— 
1 2 
1 
3 
A 
1 
4 
Ki 
4 5 
4 * "y 
1 £1 


5 1 ** 
3 


R Tas 
. c RS 
8 1 - 5 —_ 1 * Re 2 


our Clergy are apoſtatizcd ; they not ſetting their 
Clock by the Sun, they neglected to make the 
Scripture their Rule; and, conſulting Reaſon 
inſtead of the Bible, and putting the Philoſopher 
in our Saviour's Place, they are grown wiſer than 
the Jearned and pious Compilers of our Articles, 
and all the former Archbiſhops, Biſhops, and Uni- 
verfiries, and the whole Body of the Clergy ; 
and have hereby unwiſely expoſed the Honour 
of the Church of England. To ſpeak plain- 
ly, theſe Men merit the Title of D/ſſenters, 
as well as the Nonconform:ſts; for, if we would 
be impartial (as I very much aim at for my own 
* Part) we muſt own that there are two ſorts of Di/- 
+ ſenters amongſt us. Firſt, Thoſe that ſeparate 
from the Church of England, in reſpe to Rites 7 
and Ceremonies chiefly. Secondly, Thoſe that di- | 
vide from her in regard of Do&rines and. Articles. 
3 | B 2 And 
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And irs evident, that this latter Kind of Separa- 
tion is of an higher Nature than the former ; be- 1 
cauſe it is Matter of Faith. Our Arminian Clergy, 
then, are Diſſenters properly ſo called: And its 
manifeſt, that they cannot fairly aud honeſtly 
faſten the Name of Diſſenters upon the Noncon- 
formiſts (as they do) unleſs at the ſame time, they 
ſuffer thoſe to call them by the ſame Title; for 

they both differ from the Church of England ; 

the latter from it's Ceremonies, the former from 

it's Dofrines, Thoſe they commonly call Di/- 

ters, allow not of the uſe of the Cope or Surplice : 
And theſe Men allow not of the Doctrine of Man's 
original Impotency, and Inability to ſpiritual Good. 
The Nonconform:ſts approve not of the Sign of 

the Croſs: And theſe Men diſlike what our Arti- 

cles and Homilies ſay of eternal Election The for- 

mer condemn the Bowing at the Name of Jeſus : 

And the latter reje& what is held by our Church 

concerning God's diſcrimmating Grace. The one 

conform not to the Geſture of Kneeling at ihe Sacra- 

men. The other caſt off the Apoſtolic Doctrine 

of Fuſtification by Faith alone, as it's underſtood 

by our Church, and all the reformed ones. Now 

I fay, if one be a Diſſenter, the other is ſo too; 

and therefore, let us not be partial in diſtributing 

that Title. 1 cannot but blame my Brethren for 

not being concerned for the Dectrine of our 

Church, as much as they are for the Offices and 

Rites of it. If a Writer ſends out a Book into 

the World that couches theſe latter, we fee they 

are preſently up in Arms againſt him: The Pulpit 
and the Prefs ſweat to confute what he ſays: tho? 

it is no more than what Eraftus, Selden, and their 

admired Friend Grotizs, had ſaid before, and 

what a Dozen other Penmen had told the World. 

But theſe Men I am ſpeaking of, dare not ſtand 
up in the Defence of ſome of the principal Articles 

of our Church; yea, they tamely ſuffer others to 
expoſe them, and do fo themſelves ; and are not 

| ___ * aſhamed ih 
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Turned Diſſnter. 5 


© aſhamed of their Revolt and Apoſtacy : But we 
hope by the Concurrence of our Brethren in Scot- 
fand, who are now one with us, the Number and 
« Strevgth of thoſe that profeſs the ſound Doctrine 
of our Church wil: be augmented; yea, there is 
* ſome Proſpect of the thriving of theſe Doctrines; 
* ſceing, not only our Neighbours in the North, 
but thoſe in the Eaſt, are cordial Aſſertors of them, 
and ſtand firm and unſhaken in the Profeſſion of 
© them. By ſaying this, I know I have exaſperated 
* ſome Perſons to a high Degree; I mean thoſe that 
* are wont to mention the Dutch Divinity with 
* Scorn and Contempt; tho* by the bye you ſhall 
not hear them Tak againſt the French Theology. 
For my part, I think it may be ſpoken to the 
Honour of our Eaſtern Neighbours (whatever 
* other Indulgencies they give) to keep up theſe 
Doctrines in their own Churches and Congre- 
gations. And in time, it may be expected that the 
* Belgick and Caledonian Di vines, together with 
© thoſe at Home, will be ſerviceable to influence on 
our Arminian Clergy ; and be helpful to re- eſtab- 
liſh thoſe abdicated Truths amongſt us, and to 
gęgive a free Vent to the Calvinian Doctrines, which 
* have been ſtifled ſo long a Time; and to extirpate 
* Arminianiſm, which at this Day, is the Plague of 
* Chriſtianity, and the Deſtruction that waſtes at 
* Noon-day. | 

Cb. I am ſurpriſed to hear ſo much from this 
learned Doctor in the Face of the Clergy of that 
Univerſity : Did they never anſwer it? 

Diſ. No: Tney never gave any anſwer to that, nor 
his three other Books called, The Preacher; where, 
in his Preface to the firſt Part he faith as follows : 

* I will take Occaſion to offer the Reaſons which 
* induced me to take Notice of the Faultineſs of 
* thoſe Preachers, who ſhall at any time neglect, 
or pervert theſe Doctrines. Firſt, this is a-Reflec- 
tion on the Reformation. We had this Chriſtian 
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Faith brought over betimes into this Iſland, by - 


the firſt Planters of the Goſpel; and it continued 


in the Britiſo Churches till Popery depraved it: 


But even then there were ſome that ſtood up and 


aſſerted it. And, at the happy Reformation, it 
was eſtabliſhed by thoſe eminent Perſons, whom 
God ſtirred up here in this Nation, as he did 
others in foreign Countries. Amongſt us theſe 


Doctrines continued and flouriſhed a conſiderable 
Time, even 1n the Reign of three excellent Princes 
at which Time the contrary Opinions were recko- 
ned in the Number of Popiſb Errors: as we plainly 
ſee in Biſhop Jewel's Defence of his Apology, and 


in Dr. Sutcliff*s Survey of Popery, and in Biſhop 


Hall's Treatiſe of the old Religion; as alſo in 
Willet's Synopſis of Popery, and Mr. Perkin's 
Reformed Catholick ; where the Doctrines of Free- 
Will, and Juſtification by Works, and the deny- 
ing of Predeſtination, of Original Sin, and ſpecial 
Grace in Converſion, are reckoned as the proper 


Tenets of the Church of Rome. And it may be 


remarked (whatever Obſervations may be made 
in other Countries) that among us it has been fatal 
to theſe Docti ines, to be often befriended by thoſe 
who were Well-wiſners to Rome and arbitrary 
Government, We know the Time when none 
were running faſter into the Embraces of hat 
Church, and favoured its ſuperſittious Ceremonies ; 


and none were more flaming Aſſerters of abſolute 


and, deſpotic Sway, than thoſe who approved of, 
and preached up theſe Opinions, 

Let us then, my Brethren, underſtand ourſelves 
right, and by no means recede from the Dofrines 
which the Reformation conveyed unto us. Let us 
always remember, that theſe are the Truths which 
our Church was happily reſtored to at that bleſſed 
Juncture. And, let us think it an high Affront to 


the Reformers of our Church (ſome of whom were 


glorions Martyrs and Confeſſors) to oppoſe their 
[ united 
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Turned Difſenter, 79 
united Judgments. It is a ſcandalous Thing to 
flight and diſregard the unanimous Suffrages of 
all the great Men, who led us out of Popery into 
the Proteſtant Religion. Shall we who profeſs our 
ſclves to be the great Bulwark of the Reformed Re- 
ligion, and the Proteſtant Cauſe; ſhall we revolt 
from the Principles which we took up at the Re- 
for mation? ſhall we hold faſt our Rites and Cere- 
monies, - which wi had from our Reformers, 
(though, perhaps, they would- in a ſhort Time 
have laid ſome of them aſide) and yet let go the 
Doctrines they tranſmitted to us? Surely, we who 
have a high Eſteem for the Liturgy and Prayers, 
compoſed by thoſe pious Perſons, ſhould not be 
aſhamed of the Articles, which the ſame holy Men 
profeſſed, and delivered to us. Yea, weare obli- 
ged to adhere to them, and to make open Profeſ- 
ſion of them, leſt we too apparently ſhew our ſelves 


to be no Friends to the Reformation. 


* Hereby we diſparage, not only the Reformation 


and Proteſtant Religion, but more particularly 


that Church of which we have the Honour to be 
Members: and which we have a thouſand Times 
proclaimed to be the beſt, aud pureſt, and moſt 
Apoſtolic Church in the World. Seeing ſhe is ſo, 
we ought to reverence her Doctrines, and publickly 
own them in our Preaching 3 and not abuſe and 
diſhonour her, by miſrepreſenting them. For this 
is a firm Propoſition, That they that adhere to 
the Remonſtrants Opinion, abandon the Doctrine 
of the Church of England, and conſequently re- 
fuſe to pay that Honour which is due from them 
to her. What an egregious Reproach will it be 


to the Church of England, I will not ſay; {for ſhe 


remains the ſame pure Church that ſhe was at the 
Reformation) but to ſome of her Sons, if they 
abandon thoſe Doctrines and Articles of Divinity, 
which ſhe (till Eremially aſſerts and maintains, 


and 
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And which ſhe always profeſſed to be her Judg- 
ment and Belief? Yea, ſhall we not bluſh to be 
leſs Orthodox than the Diſſenters ! Shall we not 
© be aſhamed to be leſs obſervant of the Doctrines 
of our Church, than they whom we brand as 
0 Sthiſmaticks | Do we not ſee that a great Part of 
thoſe who diſlike the Diſcipline and Communion of 

our Church, firmly adhere to the Articles of it ? 
© and ſhall we, who have ſubſcribed to them, and 
© have under our Hands, left it on Record, that we 
did it freely; ſhall we diſregard them, yea 
and preach them down? Far be this from us; but 
rather let us both join in aſſerting the old received 
Doctrines of the Church of England, the ſame that 
were owned, aſſerted, and vindicated by her 
* Archbiſhops, Biſhops, Profeſſors of Divinity, 
Preachers, and al! her true Sons and Members 
after the Reformation; and thus there will be no 
£ Occaſion for the Diſtinction which ſome would be 
ready to make of your old and new Church of 
© England; nor will there be any ground for that 
* Quzre, where were their Do&trines before the 
* Arminians and Remonſtrants ſet up? 

Our Church in her Commination, wiſhes that 
© a certain godly Diſcipline may be reſtored. Truly 
* I think ſhe may now, with as much Reaſon, wiſh 
the ſame concerning ſome of her godly Doctrines, 
even thoſe contained in her Articles and Homilies, 
©. *Tis'the hearty. Wiſh of all the true Lovers and 
* Admirers of our Church, that theſe may regain 
their primitive Eſteem, and be heard oftner in 
our Sermons. This makes me ſo concerned in the 
following Diſcourſe, to call upon my Brethren! to 
* be mindful of their Duty in this Affair, and to act 
as become the Miniſters of the Church of England. 

The contrary Practice reflects on Religion itſelf, 
and the Sacred Wric on which it is founded, and 
by whieh 1 it is ſupported. For if we conſult the 

De- 
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Deeciſions of our Convocations, and their Writings, 

and Difcourſes of our Archbiſhops and Biſhops, 

« and the reſt of our Clergy, we ſhall find, that they 

« alledged for theſe Doctrines the Holy Scriptures, 

and made theſe the Ground-work of their Belief, 

« and of their Aſſertions in theſe Matters: For if 
they argue about theſe Things, they muſt argue 
cout of this Book, following the Pattern ſet them ; 
in the antient Synods; where the Bible was wont 
to be placed on a Throne, and was applied to on 

all Occaſions. We muſt govern and manage all 
o 
Cc 
« 
o 
4 
« 
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our Reaſonings about divine Things, by what 

we find in thoſe Writings: For we are to know, 

that divine Myſteries are not of a Size with our 
Underſtandings, but far ſurpaſs the reach of them, 
and depend wholly on the Will and Pleaſure of 

God: They are Notions that do not naturally 

come into the Minds of Men: but we learn them 

from the Scriptures, and the poſitive Declaration 
of God's Will there. 

In Natural Philoſophy we may uſe Conjectures, 
and, indeed, ſcarcely any thing elſe, unleſs where 
we have Experiment, the only ſolid Baſis of this 
Science, otherwiſe it's but Hypotheſis. In Moral 
Philoſophy, Reaſon, and the Nature of Things ; 
but chiefly the Study of the Nature of God, and 
of Man, conduct us to the true and right Notions. 
But in Divinity, eſpecially in the Doctrines of 
Chriſtianity, . the Scripture is the only Guide, and 
the ſureſt Rule; and therefore we muſt ſubmit to 
this, and be wholly directed by it. And though 
there be Difficulties which cannor be cleared, and 
Odjections which we cannot ſolve, yet we are 
bound to believe the Doctrines themſelves; for we 
muſt remember, the Deſign in this Sacred Volume 
is, to exalt the Divine Will and Sovereignty, 
and to debaſe the high Thoughts and Reaſonings 
© of frail Mortals: Wherefore-that which oftentimes 
brig C ap- 
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appears to us to be the moſt reaſonable and 7 
fible, is not the neareſt the Truth; yea, general ly, 
the leſs there ſeerns to be of human . and 
Probability in the Poctrines of the Goſpel, and 
the more ſtrange theſe are to our natural Concep- 
tions, the greater Stamp of divine Authority they 
have upon them, Wherefore this ought to ſatisfy 
* us, that God hath declared his Will concerning 
© theſe Matters, in the Sacred Writings ; and there- 
© fore we ought heartily to believe - = and as. 
e heartily to rejcct the idle Conceits and, Fancies of 
thoſe Men, who, notwithſtanding their great 
Pretences to profound Reaſon, and Arguing, 1 
© abuſe their Wit and Parts, merely to oppoſe the, «* 
© ſacred Diſcoveries. 1 
© © Now ſeeing this was, the Conduct of our An- 
* ceſtvrs, ſceing they examined the Dotrines ſpeak 
of by Scripture, and embraced them themſelves, 
and commended them to us on that very Ground; 
© how ill will it be to hear, among Perſons of lewd, 
„Principles, and Deriders of Religion, if ſome, of 
the preſent Race of Churchmen deſpiſe and reject 
© thoſe very Doctrines? Is it not to be feared, that 
© the Credit of the Scriptures will be much impaired 
thereby? And will it not redound to the Diſhonour 
of Religion, that ſome of our chief Principles and 
* *DoCtrines cannot hold out and remain the ſame 
© above fourſcore Vears; and that in the Church, 
© 2s well as in other Societies of Men, there are new 
© Modes and Faſhions introduced; I am afraid this 
© will be thought, by ſome, to bear too hard upon 
© Religion itſelf ; wherefore there is need of that 
Fs Warning which. 1 have given. 

This is more particularly an Impeachment of 
our Integrity and Steadfaſtneſs. If any of us thus 
© alter with the Times, and ſwap our old Opinions 
* bor bew ones, how ſhall we account for our Sin- F 

© cerity, apd Vahr ? if we thus wheel about, 
what 


12 - 


Nurnel Diſſenter. 11 


c "what is the World to expect of us afterwards? It 
brage and Suſpicion that we are 
en back again to the old Point; and this Alte- 
's err looks like a 'Prepitative to it. Wherefore, 
we defire” to give Proofs of our Uprightneſs, 
'© ahd being hearty in our Religion, let us keep our 
* Gd e us hold faſt 9175 Form of ound Words, 
© which dur Church has delivered to us; let us not 
'© differnble our Perſuaſions, and thereby hazard and 
© betra ay the Truth; let us conſider how dangerous 
” a Thing it is, after ſo wonderful and happy an 
0 euligdeeng of our Minds with Divine Verities by 
* the Holy Scriptures, and by the particular Mini- 
ry of our Church, wilfully to put out our Eyes, 
© and to affect Jarknefs inſtead of Light. We 
* ſhould; remember what the Apoſtle ſiys, I I 
build 4 gain the Things that I have d Hrcycd, 1 
© make my ml a, 7 ranſgreſe pr. We certainly thall 
© be Tran fene, s and Karge of a very high 
© © Nite, if. we reriounce thoſe Truths, which, b 
N adopted into our Church, and being bk 
2 (mere of it, we ſolemnly undertook to aſſent 
to profeſs and to preach. I have often won- 
* ed tow our, Divines, who are Perſons of good 
4 1 8 and Underſtanding, and who pretend to be 
1 faithfol and ſtedfaſt to the Church, can ſo eaſily 
„ Felinquith thoſe Articles which they cannot but 
he © Khow, are the profeſſed Doctrines of our Church. 
4 © And here let me add this too; that by this 
't Fick!enefs and Inconſtancy, we teach others to 
+ throw off the Doctrines of the Orthodox Church, 
ke pd we duthoriſc that Practice in them, which yet 
e condemn: For why. may not Socinians ( to 
mention them only at preſent) oppole the Dactrines 
1 12 RY, 27 and Chrif U Satisf ation, Bc. as 
3 1 N tra 5 U pon thoſe of Predeſtina- 
ion, Tmputation o Righteouſneſs, the 
* Nite of ſpecidl and. 2 e the 
C 2 * final 


12 The Church. of England 
© final, Perſeverance of thoſe that are regenerate, &c. 


They have us for their Pattern, and we cannot be 
angry with them tor-following our Example. We 
. Interpret and expound away our Articles; 
ve gloſs away moſt of our chief Do#rines : and 
this we have been doing this forty or fifty Years, 
and we perſiſt in it to this very Hour. Thus we teach 
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our Adverſatics to tack about, to be Renegades and 
Deſerters, and thereby to convince the World of 


their Inſincerity and Inconſtancy. But let us 
© be aſhamed of this Folly, and think ourſelves 
© concerned to imitate the great Apoſtle, whoſe 
« preaching was not yea and nay, 2 Cor, i; 17. 


' © that is, was not changeable and inconſtant. He 
did not fluctuate in his Sermons to the People; he 
affected no Innovations in his Doctrine. 


T bis Declenſion of ſome of us in our Docttides, 


is a Reflection on our Prudence and Selſ- manage- 


* ment; we ſhew our ſelves to be very weak and 


ſoft, ip ſuffering ourſelves to be tied down to 


* other Men's Tedders, and in tamely conforming 
© ourſclves/to their Words and Sentiments.. 
There was one Titian an Orator, Who was 
called the Ape of his Time, becauſe his Talent 
lay in imitating other Men in their Writings and 
« Sayings. This, it ſeems, was not thought, in thoſe 
© Days, Matter of Commendation ; nor is it really 
* ſo how, Whatever ſorne may think; but it is an 
Argument of Unmanlineſs and Imprudence, a- 
* piſhly to imitate fome Men in a Set of Opinions, 
« which are, at this Day, in Faſhion. And it is 
certain this is not the Way to Truth; for -a de- 
* ſigned Imitator cannot be Maſter of Truth, Who 


+ ſees not that it is modiſh to be an, Arminian, and 


to tiunk, and ſpeak as the Remonſtrants do? 
Whence it is that ſo many of our Preachers em- 
* brace thoſe Notions, and eſpecially out young 
Divines affect to reſemble: their, Seniors, and to 
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follow their Leaders, and greedily to lick up 
« whatever falls from their Mouths or Pens, out of 
that Reſpect which they pay to them; and 
perhaps, from the Expectations which they have 
« 'xaiſed in them; for none are their Favourites and 


« Minions; but thoſe that ſhape their Opinions to 


their Dictates. And the Time was, when a Book 
could not be licenſed, if the lain ſurmiſed, 
that it favoured never ſo little of any Doctrine 


owned at the Synod of Dort; tho! fome of our 


Divines, yea, Prelates of our Church, were worthy 


Members of that Synod. + | 


To draw towards a Concluſion, I know it may 
<:ſeem very invidious, as well as a daring Taſk, to 
reflect on Perſons and Things as I have done. 1 
know I ſhall by this Freedom which J have uſed, 


« offend ſome Perſons : but it is an Offence. taken, 


not given; and therefore I ſhall be little concernetl 


for it. I never conſult other Mens Liking or Dif- 


« liking, when I have Scripture and Truth on 

«fide: I may, perhaps, have diſpleaſed many, 
and it is not improbable that I ſhall diſpleaſe more. 
But this I muſt ſacredly promiſe, that I will ever 
© ſtrive to make Truth my Friend, and to pleaſe 
and gratify her. For my part, I am no Swiſs, 1 


fight not for pay; I ſpeak all as a Perſon that is 


* wholly free and diſintereſted, I have undertaken to 
*-vindicate thoſe Truths that I obſerved was going 
cout of Faſhion ; I deſign to aſſert that Cauſe which 
© Ifee is deſerted by ſo many; and I will run the 
riſque of diſpleaſing this preſent Age, in hope that 
* After-times will be more favourable to what I ſay. 

elf I be thought to be ſingular, and am blamed 
for conteſting againſt the common V 


ogue and 
« Suffrage, 1 tender this to be conſidered 3 That in 


« thoſe rs which are plain and evident, and 
grounded upon the Word of God, it is not a 


* blameable Singularity 1 one to ſtand alone 
X in 
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in the Defence of Truth; whereforeT will not de- 
5, ſpair, of the Favour and Candour of you, my 
* Brethren, to whom this preſent Undertaking is 
addreſſed: for 1 ſpeak to good and wiſe Men, 
and; I believe, there are none of that Character 
that will be offended at my Freedom, it being ne- 
« ceflary in order to the laying open the Faults of 
© thoſe Perſons whom my Diſcourſe Jed me to ad- 
< dreſs myſelf to. I intreat you therefore, my Bre- 
+ thren,.to bear with my Plainneſs; ſhew not your- 
5 felves-uncaſy at what I ſay; miſconſtrue me not 
© for delivering my Mind without Diſguiſe and 
+, Palliation. You have ſuffered that great Man, 
* Biſhop: Ward, and his learned Succeſſor in that 
Sce, and the late Biſhop of Woreefter, and the 
« preſent Dean of Exeter, to give you good Ad- 
vice, and even to tax the Vices of the Clergy : 
hope I may preſume (though I have none of 
4,thoſe Titles) to do ſomething of the like Nature; 
and I have done it in this Book, which I now 
offer to ybu, wherein all 1 hope is ſpoken with 
that Decency Which becomes your Character. 
The Church af | Epheſus was charged with leaving 
* ber firſt Lout; and ſhe is exhorted to remember 
from whence ſhe was fallen, and to repent, and 
da ber firft Works: This is the Sum of what T 
have ſaid to you, and now moſt ſolemnly urge it 
upon yu. You are fallen off from your original 
Principles, but be prevailed with to return, and to 
reſume your firſt, and ancient Poſitions. You 
are the Succeſſors of brave and great Men, and as 
you ſucceed them in their Places and Revenues, 
ſo tis fit you ſhould inherit their Doctrines: Deſerc 
not that Cauſe which they ſo manfully defended': 
Debauch not thoſe Articles, which they kept pure 
and intire; if you do not this, ſome are apt to 
„Ahink that there will be almoſt à Neceffty of re- 
+. paiting/ſometimes to other Aſſemblies beſides _ 
X * — 
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« of Religion taught them: That in the one they 
may be in in the Doctrines of Juſt iſication 
« by Faith alone, &c. and in the other, they may 
be ſtirred up to the Practice of Moral and Chriſ- 
tian Duties. But my Brethren, I am now putting 
you into a Way how you may prevent this ogcaſi- 
« onal Separation, and how you may ſecure your 
« Hearers to you, and keep your Flocks intire; 
the only way is to recal the antient Doctrines, and 
to let the People know, from the Pulpit, what 
was the true primitive. Preaching; of Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles: 8 N 
Opportupity t9, ſignalize your Faithfulneſs an 
* 8 — 5.5 deere how ſincerely you 
regard the Welfare of the Church, and the Good 
of Mens Souls; and hereby you will gain the 
Love and Eſteem of all good Men, and purchaſe 
to yourſelves a bright and laſting Honour. 
Finally, If I am. miſtaken in any of theſe Things 
© which I have here treated of, I will own myſelf 
© obliged to the Perſon who ſhall be pleaſed to ſhew 
* me my Miſtakes, and to convince. me of my 
* undue Propoſitions that I have advanced through 
the whole Work; I declare that I ſtand ready, 
and thankfully, to acknowledge the Hand that 
* ſhall point to them. 
Let it not ſeem ſtrange, that a Member of 
the Church of England calls upon you to take 
* Notice, of the good Hand of God, and his 


* wiſe Providence in this very matter. If we 


would open our Eyes, we ſhculd ſee that we 
* © are beholder to the ſober and moderate Diſſenters 


5 for the Continuance of a conſiderable Part of our 


Theological Principles amongſt us, even thoſe 
* which the Church of England, and her Refor- 


mers had left us. If there had. been none of chat 
Party, the Church of England, had long ſinoe 


been 
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© been ruined : For if the High-Church-Men 
© had had no Check, they would have brought 
© in  Popery before this Time, by a fide Wind 
© of Arminianiſm, and by overvaluing cere- 
* monial Pomp in Divine Worſhip, If that Body 
© of Men had not been amongſt us, we ſhould have 
run into greater Extravagancies than we have 
« done: For tho* we diſlike thoſe Perſons, yet we 
cannot wholly diſregard them: and we are loth to 
© expoſe ourſelves and our Actions to their Cenſure 
© arid Check. Confider how unreaſonable, and 
abſurd it is, to cry out againſt new Lights; to 
proteſt our Diſlike of Innovations; to condemn the 
giddy Sectaries for turning about with every 
Wind of Doctrine; and yet we to be really guilty 
of this ourſelves. Arminianiſin is a new Scheme 
of Religion, which defaces the ancient Portraiture 
we had of the Divine Nature and Attributes; it 
is a Fafhion and Mode of Divinity, and yet we 
boaſt that our Faith is immoveable, that we ſtand 
faſt, and keep our Ground, and are fixed on our 
Centre; whilſt others fly off from it, and deſcribe 
a very vagrant Circumference. Our Churchmen 
talk of Antiquity, and what fine things there 
were of old, in the Primitive Times; and they 
are diſpleaſed with thoſe that ſhew any Diſlike of 
them; but how ſelf-condemned are they, whilft 
they revolt from ſome of the ancient Doctrines of 
the ' Apoſtles and Primitive Chriſtians: and from 
the Perſuaſion of all the Prelates and Divines of 
our Church, that were our Predeceſſors, ſince 
the Reformation; and from the Determination 
of the firſt reformed Churches abroad. Where 
then is our Stedfaſtneſs ? where is our Abhorrence 
© of Innovations? If it be required of Deacons, that 
they be not double-tongued, 1 Tim. iii. 8. ſurely 
this is a Reflection on our Prieſts, as the Princi- 
* Ples of Honeſty and Chriſtianity ſuffer them not 
þ=: to 
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to ſay one thing and mean another; ſo neither do 
they aliow them to ſpeak one Thing at one Time, 
100 another that is contrary to that another Time: 
they muſt think it's their Concern to imitate the 
Primitive Believers, who continued in the Apof- 
tles Doctrine; ho perſevered in the Profeſ- 
ſion of thoſe Truths which had been inſtilled into 
them. | | 

« You live-in a ſceptic and atheiſtical Age, 
wherein moſt Men follow the Range of theit 
own Imaginations. But be not Jed by their 
Examples, but attend on the Apoſtlt's Counſels; 
Hold faſt the Form of ſound Words, 2 Tim. i. 
13. and to what he faith in another Place, & and 
faſt in one Spirit and one Mind, ſtriving together 
for the Fuith of the Goſpel, Phil. i. 27. and to that 
of another Apoſtle; Earneſtly contend for the 
Faith that was once delivered to the Saints, Jude 
ver. 3. And you have Reaſon to ſtand faſt, and 
to contend for it; becauſe it is no indifferent, and 
arbitrary Thing; and becauſe, being once deli- 
vered, and that for ever, you cannot expect any 
other Model of Faith and Doctrine. Let us 
have our old Divinity, and the ancient Simpli- 
city and Purity of Doctrine; Let us have no 
new Goſpel, no new Faith, no Innovations in 
the fixed Notion of Chriſtian Theology. If the 
moraliſt virtuous Man was to be as ſteady as a 
Die; then certainly the Goſpel requires that we 
ſhould be fixed on our Baſis, and not eaſily remo- 


ved from ĩt: If there was ſuch a Thing as a Man's 


being conſtant to himſelf in what he faith and be- 
lieves (Which was the Thing that Zeno, and the 
Philoſophers of his Se, required of every one) 
ſurely the Chriſtian is not to be fickle and variable, 
ioconſtant and wavering : but what Cyrus ſaid of 
Empire, he ſhould fay of Divine Truth: I count 
it a great Matter to accquire it; but... a greater 

* Thing 
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Thimgp it is to keep it when | have pot it. And 
this is that which you are more eſpecially obliged 
to take care of. I beſeech you, my Brethren, 
ſeriouſly reflect, for Chriſt's ſake, upon theſe 


Taings; lay them to Heart, and ſhew your 


* Senſe of Religion, and your affect ionate Concern 
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and Zeal for it, by owning theſe Doctrines which 
are almoſt loſt, and ſunk in this degenerate Age. 
Lou ſolemnly and publickly pray, That * Goa, 


who through the Preaching of the bleſſed Apoſtle 


St. Paul, cauſed the Light of the Goſpel to ſhine 
througbout the World, would grant that you, hav- 
ing bis wonderful Converſion in Remembrance, 
may ſbew forth your Thankfulneſs to him for the 
ſame, by your following the boly Doftrines which 
be taught. See that you do not contradict this 
Prayer, by oppoſing that Doctrine (as thoſe that 
oppoſe the Doctrines of the Eternal Decrees, Ori- 
ginal Sin, Fuſtification by Faitb alone, Imputation 
of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, Special Grace, certainly 
do) yea, take it to be your Chriſtian Office to re- 
cal and revive it where it is loſt, and to bring it 
into Credit again. 

They are the Doctrines of our Church, that 
chiefly conſtitute a true Chriſtian Church; and 
therefore here we ſhould be moſt concerned ; and 
they are thoſe that chiefly diſtinguiſh us from the 
Church of Rome. For there are ſome external 
Rites and Ceremonies which are common to us 
both; and the eccleſiaſtical Government and Diſ- 


cipline of both Churches are, in Part, the fame ; 


but they are the Articles and Dofrines which 
make the grand Difference; and conſequently we 
ought to keep this up with great Care and Diligence, 
Theſe are our Shibboletb; by pronouncing of 
theſe we are known to be what we are; not to 
derogate in the leaſt from the eſtabliſhed Conſt itu- 
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tion. I may truly ſay, I never heard any ſober 
Man afſ:rt, that Epiſcopacy, and the Diſcipline 
that goes along with it, are eſſential, nor abſo- 
lutely neceſſary ; that is, that the Church ceaſes to 
be if they be wanting. Our Church, according to 
the Conceſſions of ſome of the learnedeſt Men 
among us, might be a true Church without theſe ; 
but ſhe cannot without her Doctrines: It is theſe 


that make the ſubſtantial Diſtinction between a 


true and a falſe Church; but the other Things do 
not, Since we ſce how reaſonable, yea how neceſ- 
ſary it is to look after our Doctrines, and to 
maintain and keep up the ſame Principles of 
Chriſtianity; ſuffer me to tell you, my Brethren, 
that this is the right way to ſettle Unity and Uni- 
formity among us, which hath been talked of; 


*tho? thoſe that urge theſe moſt, are leaſt concerned 


for them; that is, they are careleſs in uſing the 
right Means in order to it. Talk no Jonger of 
Union in the Church till you unite in Doctrines, 
in a joint Perſuaſion of the Divine Truths our 
Church has juſtly commended to you, and which 
our firſt Reformers left with us. They knew 
right well what Doctrines were Popiſh ; and we 
are'taught by them, in the Articles and Homilies 
what are the contrary to them. Tis our Buſineſs 
now to aſſert and defend theſe latter; to take all 
poſſible Precautions for preventing and hindering 


the corrupting of them, leſt, unawares, we run 


turther into Popery. | 
* We began to come into favour with the great 
Men of the Roman Church ; they obſerving chat 
we were not ſuch warm Proteſtants as we uſed to 
be, and that we flinch from ſome of our received 
Principles, Arminianiſm brings us near to them, 
and admits us into their Society and Friendſhip ; 
as we fee how F. Simon careſics our Engliſh Di- 
vines: we may ſay, ſaith he, of the Engliſh Epi/- 
2 * :opaltans, 
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copalians, what Cardinal Palavicini ſpoke on the 

© like occaſion, of ſame learned Proteſtants, That they y 
* rather were no Cathalicks than Hereticks, And 3 
again, in the ſame Place, That the true Religion 4 
« of the Church of England waries little from the 7 


Roman Religion, in outward Appearance, The N 
* Reaſon is, becauſe . we have let go ſeveral 
of our Doctrines, which heretofore we openly 
* aſſerted and maintajned, and whereby we were 
$ diftinguiſhed from Papiſts; I mean che Doctrines 
6 of Eternal Election, Original Sin, and the Im- 
c putation of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, Sc. It theſe 
Doctrines were true at the Reformation, they are 
© ſo now, and we are not to be aſhamed of them; 
© eſpecially when we have ſcen, that after the utmoſt f 
s Efforts of Reaſon againſt them, and after all the 
violent Shocks they have encountered with, they 
© remain impregnable and invincible; for Truth is 


of that Native Force and Yigour, that it clears it» : 
+ ſelf of Cavil and Falſhood, like ſome active Spring 
* and Fountain, which works off and caſts: aut all 
+ Fikh and Dirt that is thrown into it. I have here 
+ ſet you into the right Way, which I would. have 
you to go. A credible Author tells us of a Perſon © 
that was diſtracted, and imagined himſelf a King; 


* which fancy he ſo pleaſed himſelf withal, that 

after he was cured; he was extremely angry with 

the Phyſician that recovered him to his right Mind. 

will not ſo much as imagine any thing like this 

in you. I hope none of you are loth to be diſpoſ- 

2 ſeſſed of your falſe Notions, nor will be angry 

v with me for diſcovering them to ycu, and endea- 

| e vouring to rid you of them, I rather expect that 
| .< you will be glad to ſee your Faults; and having 
et n them, that you will ſkew your diſlike of them, 

| and not of me. Be not aſhamed. to amend and 
| Alreſorm: reckon it not a Point of Honour to main- 
| | ov Fl 1 n mit * Fx 3 8 tain 
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« tain and defend your former Sentiments, rather 
than to acknowledge yourſelf to be in an Error. 

Cb. You have quoted a great deal from this 
learned Doctor of our Church: I am amazed at 
what he charges the Clergy with 

Diſſent, So you very well may be; that your 
Clergy ſhould ſo ſolemnly promiſe to maintain thoſe 
Doctrines before mentioned, and ſhould ſo ſhame- 
fully depart from them. *Tis amazing Falſeneſs 
indeed ! If the Counſellors at Law were to act fo 
bare-faced, they would be hiſſed out of the three 
Courts in Hellminſter-Hall, as they would juſtly de- 
ſerve. But it is a great Lamentation, that Men 
ſhould pry with a cloſer In ſpection into the Things 
of this poor periſhing World, than into the Things 
of an eternal Concern ; but ſo it is with the greateſt 
Part of Mankind. 
But as I firſt defigned to give you a ſhort Account 
of ſome of your godly and learned Biſhops Opinions, 
and ſome of the Articles of your Church; ſo I think 
it not amiſs to. ſhew how they agreed with the 
Articles in their learned Writings, that ſo you 
may compare them with the Holy Scriptures, 
Cb. lam glad to hear that: Pray ſhew what they 
believed of Original Sin, which is the IXth Article 
of our Church. | 


* 


Di. The firſt I ſhall mention is Biſhop Uſer on 
this Point. In his Principles of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, Page 10. Queſtion, Was this the Sin of Adam 
and Eve alone, or are we guilty of the ſame? + 
.» Anſwer, All we, that are their Children, are 
guilty of the ſame Sin; for we all ſinned in them. 
. Queſt. hat followed upon that Sinn 

Anſw. The Laſs of the Image of God, and the 
ee the Nature of Map, called Original 
. 1 HAM 232 
 - Queſt ; Wberein, hands . the Corrupt ian of Man | 


Nature? 


Anſw, 
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 Anfe. In ſix things .. 

Queſt. What is the firſt? 

* Anſw. Blindneſs of the Underſtanding, which is 
not able to conceive of the Things of God. 

Queſt. Nat is the Second? 

An ſw. The 4+, = ry of the 8 unfit 
ro remember good Thi | 

Queſt. What is the 770 ? 

Anſw. Rebellion of the Will, which is ; wholly 
bent to Sin, and altogether diſobedient to the Will 
of God, Sc. 

Diſ. Here you may ſee how this good Biſhop 
* after the Compilers of this Article of your 
Church. I will mention one more; and I am the 
more inclined to it, becauſe I was told by a Cler- 
gyman, that he was the Phoenix of all the Church 
of England Biſhops; namely, Biſhop Beveridge, 
in his Book on the Thoughts of Religion, Article 
the IVth. I believe that I was conceived in Sin, 
and brought forth in Iniguity; and that, ever ſince, 
I have been continually conceiving Miſchief, and 
* bringing forth Vanity. This Article of my Faith 
© I muſt believe, whether I will or no; for, if I 
© could not believe it to be true, I ſhould therefore 
* have- the more Cauſe to believe it to be ſo; be- 
* canſe, unleſs my Heart was not verily very Ginful 
and corrupt, it would be impoſſible for me not to 
believe that which I have ſo much Cauſe continu- 
c ally to bewail. Or, If I do not bewail it, I have 
6 ſtill the more Cauſe to believe it; and therefore 
um ſo much the more perſuaded of it, by how 
much the leſs | find myſelf affected with it: For 


© certainly I muſt be a hardened Wretch, indeed, 


-<'ſteeped: in Sin, and fraught with Corruption to 
beſt, if I know myſelf ſo oft to have incenſed 
the Wrath of the Almighty, and moſt high God 
£agdinſtme, as 1 do; and yet not be ſenſible of my 
, _ natural Corruption, nor acknowledge myſelf to 

Ty © be, 
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« be, by Nature, a Child of Wrath, as well as 
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others; For I verily believe that che Want of 
ſuch a due Senſe of my ſelf, argues as much ori- 
ginal Corruption, as Murder and Whoredom do 


actual Pollution: And I ſhall ever ſuſpe& thoſe 


to be moſt under the Power of Corruption, that 
labour moſt by Arguments to diveſt it of its Power. 
And therefore for my own Part, I am reſolved, 
by the Grace of God, never to go about to con- 
fute that, by wilful Arguments, which I find ſo 
true by woeful Experience. If there be not a 
bitter Root in my Heart, whence proceeds ſuch 
bitter Fruit in my Life and Converſation? Alas! 
I can never ſer my Head, or my Heart, about 
any Thing, but I ſtill ſhew myſelf to be the ſinful 
Offspring of ſinful Parents, by being the ſinful 
Parent of a ſinful Offspring. Nay, I do not only 
betray the inbred Venom of my Heart, by poi- 
ſoning my common Ackions, but even my moſt 
religious Performances alſo with Sin. I cannot 
pray, but I ſin; I cannot hear or preach a Sermon, 
but I ſin; I cannot give an Alms, or receive the 
Sacrament, but I fin; nay, I cannot confeſs my 
Sins, but my very Confeſſions are ſtil] Aggravati- 
ons of themz my Repentings need to be repented 
of; my Tears want waſhing; and the ver 

waſhing of my Tears need ſtill to be waſhed over 
again with the Blood of my Redeemer. Thus, 
not only the worſt of my Sins, but even the beſt 
of my Duties, ſpeak me a Child of Adam: inſo- 
much, that whenſoever I reflect upon my paſt 
Actions, methinks I cannot but Jook upon my 
whole Life, from the Time of my Conception, 


to this very moment, to be but one continued 


Act of Sin. And whence can ſuch continued 


Streams of Corruption flow, but from the corrupt 
Ciſtern of my Heart? And whence can the cor- 


* rupe 
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* rupt Ciſtern of my Heart be filled, but from the 
corrupt Fountain of my Nature. Ceaſe, therefore, 
O my Soul, to gainſay the Power of Original Sin, 
* within thee, and labour now to ſubdue it under 
© thee, But, why do I ſpeak of my ſubduing this 
Sin myſelf? Surely, this would be both an Ar- 
* gument of it, and an Addition to it. It's to thee, 
O my God! who art both the Searcher and Clean- 
« ſer of Hearts, that I deſire to make my moan: 
It's to thee I cry out of the Bitterneſs of m. 
Soul, Oh! wretched Man that I am! who 
< ſhall deliver me from the Body of this Death! 
* who ſhall! oh! who can do it, but thyſelf. 
* Ariſe thou therefore, O my God, and ſhew thy 
« ſelf as infinitely merciful in the pardoning, as thou 
© art infinitely powerful in the purging away my 
Sin.“ Here is a Confeſſion from this holy Biſhop, 
worthy to. be wrote in Gold, and kept for ever; it 
being ſo agreeable to the Experience of the Saints in 
all Ages of the Church, and to the Apoſtle Paul, 
in the 9th of the Romans, which I deſire you would 
read over with great Seriouſneſs. | 
Cb. This is more, indeed, than ever I heard 
concerning Original Sin. Our Parſons now ſeldom 
or never mention it, 5 
Diſ. That is very true; the more is the Pity : 
For that Perſon who has not a due Senſe of his mi- 
ſerable and loſt Condition, by the Fall of Adam, 
will never prize Deliverance, by a Redeemer, as he 
really, ought. Your Divines now (as you calf them) 
tun counter to thoſe worthy Saints, and gudly Di- 
vines, and juſtly deſerve the Name of Diſfentets 
themſelves; from the modern Way of Writing 


and Preaching, one would think they were not of 


the fame Communion. 

Cb. I very much bewail their Ignorance or Diſ- 

honeſty to ſubſcribe to this Article, which they run 

ſo much againſt, both in their Preaching and Wri- 
: ting; 
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ting: but fo I ſee it is, that they pretend, never- 
theleſs to be the true Sons of our Church, and 
would be angry at any one that ſhould fay the con- 
WPF + | 

Dif. You ſay true: and now, I hope you will 
look about you, and not be led by thoſe falſe and 
blind Guides, when you ſee they are againſt your 
beſt Biſhops and Doctors of your own Church, 

Cb. I hope I ſhall for the Time to come look 
more narrowly and inſpect cloſer into theſe Things, 
than 1 have done; and will beg of God to direct 
me in the right Way. But I would have you go 
on with the next Article of our Church, and ſhew 
how our Clergy are revolted from it. 

Di/. I will do ic with all my Heart: And I 
think it will not be amiſs to rehearſe the Words ot 
the Article, which are as follow, viz.. 

The Condition of Man, after the Fall of Adam, 
is ſuch, that he cannot turn and prepare himſelf, by his 
natural Strength and good Works, to Faith and Call- 
ing upon God: Wherefore we have no Power 10 do 
good Works, pleaſant and acceptable unto God, wil h- 
out the Grace of God preventing us; that we may 
Lave a good Will, and working with us when we have 
that good Will. 

Here are the expreſs Words of the Article. 
Now it is well known by all, who have any tolerable 
ſhare of Senſe, and take notice of the preſent Clergy's 


* Preaching and Writing, that they are groſly revol- 


ted from the true Meaning of this Article; and bring 
thoſe Arguments againſt thoſe that ſtand up for the 


true Meaning of them, which the Romaniſts brought 
ii 2gainft the firſt Reformers, the Compilers of this 
> Article; as may be ſeen by comparing what that 


worthy Miniſter of Chriſt, Mr. WVilliam Perkins, 


4 faith in his Reformed Catholic, on Free-Will ; 
* which is judged to be the beſt Piece on that Subject, 
2 E. 


ever 


* 
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ever ſeen of any Churchman's: His Words are 
theſe; 
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The Point of Difference ſtandeth in the Cauſe 
of the Freedom of Man's Will, in ſpiritual Mat- 
ters, which concern the Kingdom of God. The 
Papiſts ſay, Man's Will concurreth and worketh 
with God's Grace, in the firſt Converſion of a 
Sinner by itſelf, and by its own natural Power; 
and 1s only helped by the Holy Ghoſt. We fay, 
That Man's Will worketh with Grace, in the firſt 
Converſion ;- yet not of itſelf, but by Grace. Or 
thus, they fay, Will hath a natural Co-operation, 
We deny it, and ſay, it hath Co-operation only 
by Grace; being in itſelf hot active, but paſſive ; 
willing well only as it is moved by Grace, where- 
by it muſt firſt be acted and moved before it can 
act or will; and therefore, that we may the beiter 
conceive the Difference, I will uſe this Compa- 
riſon. The Church of Rome ſets forth the Eſtate 
of a Sinner by the Condition of a Priſoner, and ſo 
do we; mark then the Difference. It ſuppoſes 
the ſaid Priſoner to be bound Hand and Foot 


with Chains and Fetters, and withal to be ſick 


and weak; yet not wholly dead, but living in 
Part : It ſuppoſes alſo, that being in this Caſe, he 
ſtirreth not himſelf for any Help, and yet hath Abi- 


« lity and Power to ſtir : Hereupon, if the Keeper 


comes and takes away his Bolts and Fetters, and 
holds him by the Hand to help him up, he can 
and will of himſelf ſtand and walk, and go out of 


* Priſon ; even fo, ſay they, is a Sinner bound 


Hand and Foot with the Chain of his Sins, and 


yet he is not dead but ſick ; and therefore doth he | 


not will and affect that which is good. But if the 
Holy Ghoſt come, and do but untie his Bands, 
and teach him his Hand of Grace, then can he 


ſtand of himſelf, and will his own Salvation, or 


any thing that is good. We in like manner 
grant 
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grant, that a Priſoner fitly reſembles a natural 
> © Man; but yet ſuch a Priſoner muſt he be, that is 
* © not only fick and weak, but even ſtark dead; 
which cannot ſtir, though the Keeper untie his 
Bolts and Chains; nor hear, tho' he ſound a 
Trumpet in his Ear: And, if the laid Keeper 
would have him to move and ſtir, he muſt not 
only give him his Hand to help him, but even 
Soul and Life alſo. And ſuch a one is every 
Man by Nature, not only chained and fettered in 
his Sins, bur ſtark dead therein; not having any 
Ability or Power to move or ſtir : And therefore 
he cannot ſo much as deſire, or do any thing that 
is truly good of himſelf; but God muſt firſt come 
and put a new Soul into him, even the Spirit of 
Grace, to quicken and revive him; 'and then, 
being thus revived, the Will begins co will good 
Things, at the very ſame Time when God, by his 
Spirit, firſt infuſes Grace. And this is the true 
Difference between us and the Church of Rome 
in this Point of Free-W1ll. 


Dur REASONS. 


No for the Confirmation of the Doctrine we 

hold; namely, That a Man willeth not bis own 

Converſion of himſelf by Nature, either in whole, 

or in part, but by Grace wholly and alone, Theſe 

Reaſons may be uſed ; the firſt is taken from the 

Nature and Meaſure of Man's Corruption, which & 

may be diſtinguiſhed into two Parts. The firſt is, 

the Want of that original Righteouſneſs, which 

was in Man by Creation. The ſecond is, A Prone- 

neſs and Inclination to that which is evil, and to 

nothing that is truly good. This appeareth, Gen. 

vin. 21, The Frame of Man's Heart ( faith the 

Lord) is evil from his Youth; that is, the Diſpo- 

ſition of the PG” La. Will and Affections, + , 
2 with 
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* with. all that the Heart of Man deviſeth, frameth, 
or imagineth, is wholly evil. And Paul ; faith, 
* Rom. viii. 7. The Wiſdom of the Fleſh is Enmity 2 
* againſt God: Which Words are very ſignifieant; 
for the Word ( Phronema) tranſlated Wiſdom, ſig- 
* nifies that the beſt Thoughts, the beſt Deſires, 
Affections and Endeavours, that are in any natu- 
ral Man, even thoſe that come neareſt to true Ho- 
lineſs, are not only contrary to God, but Enmity 
itſelf. And hence J gather, that the Heart itſelf, 
* that is, the Will and Mind, from whence theſe De- 
* fires and Thoughts do come, are alſo Enmity- © 
© unto God. For, ſuch as the Action is, fuch is 
© the Faculty from whence ut,proceeds; ſuch as the 

Fruit is, ſuch is the Tree; ſuch as the Branches: 

* are, ſuch are the Roots, By both theſe Places it 

cis evident, That in Man there is not only a Want, 
Abſence, or Deprivation of original Righteouſneſs,- 

< but a Pronenefs allo by Nature unto that which _ 
© js evils which Proneneſs includes in it an Incli- 
nation not to ſome few, but to all and. every Sin, 
© the very Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt not excepted. 
Hence, therefore, I will reaſon thus: If every 
© Man by Nature doth want original Juſtice, and 
* be alſo prone unto all Evil, then wantéth he 
* natural Free- Will co will that which is truly good: 
+ But every Man by Nature wants original Juſtice, 
and is alſo prone unto all Evil: Ergo, every Man 
© naturally wants Free-Will, to will that which is 
good. 1 Cor. ii. 14. The Natural Man receiveth 
© not the Things of the Spirit of God; for they are 
« Fooliſhneſs unto him: Neither can be know them ; 
© becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned, In theſt 
l Words St. Paul ſets down theſe Points: Firft 
| That a natural Man doth not ſo much as think of 
0 © the Things revealed in the Goſpel. Second iy, 
That a Man's hearing, and in Mind conceiving 
them, cannot give conſent unto them, and by 
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© natural Judgment approve of them; but contra- 
6 riwiſ: * them to be Fooliſhneſs. Thirdly, 
That no Man can give aſſent to the Things of 
God, unleſs he be enlightned by the Spirit of God. 
And hence I reaſon thus: If any Man by Nature 
« doth not know and perceive the Things of God, 
and when he ſhall know them, cannot by Nature 
give aſſent unto them, then hath he no Power to 
will them: The firſt is evidently true; Ergo, For 
« firſt the Mind muſt approve and give aſſent, before 
the Will can chuſe or will; and, when the Mind 
© hath not Power to conceive, or give aſſent, there 
©; the Will hath not Power to will. Fourthly, The 
Holy Ghoſt avouches, Epbeſ. ii. 2. and Colaſſ. ii. 
13. All Men by Nature are dead in Treſpaſſes and 
© Sins: Not as the Papiſts ſay, weak, ſick, or half 
dead. Hence I gather, that Man wanteth natural 
© Power not to will ſimply, but freely and frankly 
to will that which is truly good. A dead Man 
zn his Grave cannot ſtir the leaſt Finger, becauſe 
© he wants the very Power of Life, Senſe and Mo- 
tion; no more can he that is dead in Sin will the 
© leaſt Good: nay, if he could either will, or do any 
* Good, he could not be dead in Sin. And as a 
dead Man in the Grave cannot riſe, but by the 
Power of God: no more can he that is dead 
in Sin rife but by the Power of God's Grace alone. 
Fifth, In the Converſion and Salvation of a Sin- 
ger, the Scripture aſeribeth all to God; Jobn iii. 
3. Except a Man be born again, be cannot ſee 
© the Kingdom of God. Epheſ. ii. 10. Ve are bis 
* Workmanſhip, created in Chriſt Feſus unto good 


' © Works, Chap. iv. 24. The new Man is created 


in the Image of God. Now to be born again is 
* a Work of no leſs Omnipotence than our firſt Cre- 
* ation; and therefore wholly to be aſcribed to God, 
as our Creation is. Indeed St. Paul, Phil. ii. 12, 
* 13. bids the Philippians work out their Salvation 


2 with 
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themſelves: and therefore in the next Verſe he 
adds, It is God that worketh in you to will and to 
do of his ewn good Pleaſure. Dire&ly excluding 
all natural Free-Will in Things ſpiritual ; and yet 


a Work in doing that which is good, not by Na- 
ture, but by Grace; becauſe when God gives 
Man Power to will good Things, then he can 
will them; and when he giveth him a Power to 
do good, then he can do good, and he doth it. 
For, though there be not in Man's Converſion a 
Grace enabling a Man, when he is to be conver- 


Paul faith, 1 Cor, xv. 10. I have laboured more 
abundantly than they all. But, leſt any Man 
© ſhould imagine that this was done by any natural 
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© Power, therefore he adds, Yet not 1 (that is not 


by any thing in me) but God's Grace in me, ena- 


« bling my Will to do the Good I do. And this was 


© the Judgment of the ancient Church.“ Auguſtine 
ſays, The Will of the Regenerate is kindled on- 
© ly by the Holy Ghoſt, that they may therefore be 
© able, becauſe they will thus; and they will thus, 
© becauſe God works in them to will; and we have 
loſt our Free-Will by the Greatneſs of our Sin. 
Man, when he was created, received great Strength 
in his Free-Will; but by ſinning loſt it. Fulgen- 
tius ſays, God gives Grace freely to the Unworthy, 
whereby the wicked Man, being juſtified, is en- 
< lightned with the Gift of Good-Will, and with 
© the Faculty of doing Good; that, by Mercy pre- 
« venting him, he may begin to will well; and by 
© Mercy coming after, he may do the Good he 
* wills Bernard faith, It is wholly by the 
Grace 
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with Fear and Trembling. Not meaning to aſ- 
cribe unto them the Power of doing Good by 
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withal, he acknowledges that Man's Will hath 


natural Co-operation of his Will with God's Spi- 
ric, yet is there a ſupernatural Co- operation by 


ted, to will his Converſion; according to what St. 
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« Grace of God, that we are created, healed, ſaved.” 
The Council of Arauſica ſays, To believe, and to 
« will, is given from above by Infuſion and Inſpi- 


ration of the Holy Ghoſt.* More Teſtimonies and 


Reaſons might be alledged to prove this Concluſion, 
but theſe ſhall ſuffice. Thoſe who are diſpoſed to ſee 
farther into this Doctrine, I would have them peruſe 
Biſhop Beveridge's Thoughts on Religion, Article the, 
VILIth, wherein he has fully proved the Truth 
of this Doctrine by the Holy Scriptures and his own 


Experience. 


And now I ſhall offer ſome Proofs out of the 


Common- Prayer in Confirmation of what is ſaid 


before, | 
There is this ſay ing: Although we be tied and 
bound with the Chain of our Sins, yet let the 
Pitifulneſs of thy great Mercy looſe vs, for the 
© Honour of our Advocate and Mediator Jeſus 
© Chriſt.” In which Words is contained an utter 
Confutation of the Doctrine of Free-Will ; for, if 
Men are bound, then are they not free. And 
Comber's Expoſition on the Common Prayer brings in 
St. Auguſtine's ſaying, * I am bound with the Iron 
© Chains of my corrupted Will, which I have made 
* ſo, that I can never looſe them.” | 
In the Form read at the Burial of the Dead, 
the Prieſt beſeeches God, To raiſe us from the 
* Death of Sin, to the Life of Righteouſneſs.“ The 
Collect for the fourth Sunday after Eaſter begins thus: 
* Almighty God, who alone canſt order the unru- 
* Iy Wills and Affections of ſinful Men, grant unto 
thy People, that they may love that which thou 
* commandeſt, and defire that which thou doſt 
* promiſe ; that ſo among the ſundry and manifold 
* Changes of the World, our Hearts may be fixed, 
Sc. The Collect which is ſaid by the Biſhop at 
the Confirmation c. is as follows: Almighty and 
* everlaſting God, who maketh us both to will and 


* 
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* to do thole Things that be good and 
acceptable unto thy Divine Majeſty, Sc. Here 
is a full Confutation of Man's Eree-Will, in Things 
ſpiritual before the Will is brought over by a Work 
of God's Grace upon it. I ſhall conclude this Point 


with two or three Verſes out of * 5 Eau, 


who was a Member of your Church: 


Lord, as 1 am, I bave no Power at all 

To hear thy Voice, or Echo to thy Call: | 

The gloomy Clouds of my own Guilt benight me; 

Thy glorious Beams, not dainty Sweets, invite me 5 
They neither can direct, nor theſe at all * me. 
See bow my Sin -bemangled Body lies; 

Not baving Power to will, nor Will to riſe : 

Shine home upon thy Creature, and inſpire 

My lifeleſs Will with thy regewrate Fire; | g 
The firſt Degree to do is only to deſire. 

Give me the Power to will, the Vill to do; 

O! raiſe me up! and I will ſtrive to go: 

Draw me] O draw me! with thy treble Twiſt, 
That hath no Pow'r, but merely to reſiſt: 
O] lend meStrength to de, and then command thy Liſt. 


Here is a noble Confeſſion! I wiſh you may look 
into theſe Truths, and not attribute that to the 
corrupt Will of fallen Man, that ſhould be given 
to the free Grace of God, in turning the Re- 
bellion of the Will to that which is ſpiritually 
good, | 
It the Arminian Clergy do not wholly renounce 
the Doctrine of Free-Will, they muſt of neceſſity 
be obliged to alter the Common-Prayers, eſpecially 
the Collects; for they are all diſagreeable to their 
Opinions concerning this Matter, 

Cb. I think you have ſufficiently proved the 
Truth of this Doctrine. Sure our Clergy do not 

deny 
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deny this! ſince it is fo plainly expreſſed in the 


” Tenour of our Prayers. 


Diſ. Yes, they generally do; which I ſhall en- 
deavour to prove. The ſame Doctor, which I often 
have occaſion to quote, namely, Dr. Edwards in 
his Preface to the firſt Part of his Preacher ſaith, one 
of your Divines, fixed in an Eccleſiaſtical Poſt of 
great Eminency, tells the World, Though God's 
Grace be Almighty, yet Man is not a proper 
Odject for his Omnipotency to exert itſelf upon; 
* for ſhould he be forced even to his own Good, that 
© Compulſion would not only take away the Merit 
of the Act, but the very Nature of the Perſon, 
* whoſe very diſtinguiſhing Character is Choice and 
Freedom of Conſent.“ To which the Doctor re- 
plies: Though the Converſion of Sinners be ſo 
frequently attributed in Scripture to the Almighty 
Power of God + ( the ſame that was exerted at the 
Creation of all Things out of Nothing, and the 
* raiſing of Chriſt from the Dead) yet this Writer 
diſowus it, that he may uphold the Doctrine of 


Pree-Will (which he calls Choice and Freedom of 


Conſent) and we ſee that this Doctrine draws in 


* © with it that of Merit. This Author aſſerts, That 


* 


Man hath nothing to do with the Almighty Grace 
of God; which indeed is ſomething more than 
his Brethren of the Remonſtrant Perſuaſion will 
allow off. Bur out of the extraordinary Kindneſs 
which he hath to Free-Will, he peremptoriy 
avers it; and at the ſame time to ſecure Free- Wil}; 
he ſets up Merit; and who knows not that upon 
Merit are built the Doct: ines of Supererogation and 
Satisfaction, and that other Popiſh Points are 
eaſily deducible from it. Thus the Communica- 
tion is open between Free- Will and ſeveral Tenets 
of the Church of Rome. And this is the general 


Dr. Stanhope”; Advertiſement. + Eph, i. 19, 20, 
| | | P er- 
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© Perſuaſion of our Chyrchmen at this Day, who fa 
© extol Free-Will and natural Power, as to derogate 
from ſupernatural Grace; they ate never ſo roman- 
tic and rapturous as when they talk of Free · Will 
and Liberty of Choice. By Virtue of this (faith 
© one * of the Chief of them) a Man moves him- 
© ſelf by his own internal Principles and vital Ener- 
« gy, and can determine himſelf to this Object, or 
« that; he hath a Helm within himſelf, that he 
can ſail againſt Wind and Tide; he can move 
*- himſelf in a Calm, and ſtay biqlelf! in a Storm; 
© in a Word, he can move which Way, when, and 
© how far he will, and ſtop his own Career when he 

«© pleaſes. And ſuch mighty things are generally at- 
© tributed to this Faculty, as we ſeldom or never 
© hear aſcribed to the Almighty Grace of God. 
© You ſhall find our greateſt Divines applauding 
and magnifying the Power of Nature, even in 
* Perſons that are in a State of Unregeneracy. The 
* worſt and vicioully inclined Man, faith the afore- 
* ſaid Author, doth ſome good. And as for thoſe 

that can aſſert the moſt virtuous Actions of unre- 

generate Men arc Sin, they may pretend to what 
« Patrons they will of their on Opinion; but I am 
© ſure neither Scripture nor Reaſon will countenance 
it. Say you ſo! then what think you of thoſe who 
* compoſed the Articles of our Church? Do you 
look upon them as good Patrons or not? Do you 


believe that they had neither Scripture nor Reaſon - 
© on their fide, when they aſſerted, that we had no 
* Power to do good Works, pleaſant and acceptable 


* to God, withour the Grace of God- by, Chriſt's 
preventing them? Or do you think that unrege- 


* nerate Men have the Grace of God by Chriſt pre- 
venting them? And is there no Scripture or Rea - 
ſon to courtenance this Aſſertion, that the Actions : 


6 "of paregenerates Men are Sins? Why then did 
you 
ö . Goodman L Winter Ewvening's Conference, | 
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you ſubſcribe to that other Article of the Church 
of England: Works done before the Grace of 
Chriſt, and the Inſpiration of his Spirit, for that 
they are not done, as God hath willed and com- 
manded them to be done, we doubt not but they 
have the Nature of Sin. This is the Language of 
our Church, and of the Scriptures; and yet we ſee 
it is an unknown or barbarous Tongue, to thoſe 
who pretend to underſtand their Mother when ſhe 
eaks; or rather they do underſtand her, but wil- 
lly and obſtinately diſguiſe it to favour their own 
Opinion and Sentiments. They directly contra- 
dict the plain and expreſs Words of the Articles 
compoſed by our reverend and pious Reformers, 
rather than they will diſown the upſtart Doctrines 


of the Remonſtrants; Theſe miy call themſelves 


Churchmen, but they muft be beholden to a Cata- 
chreſis, But let us go on, and hear what ſome 
others of our Preachers ſay : God's Government 
of Man, ſaich one, conſiſts in laying external 
Reſtraints on him, and affording him internal Aſ- 


ſiſtances of Grace; and when this is done, it be- 


comes God to leave him to his own Choice, and 
to reward or puniſh as he deſerves. This Writer 
allows of ſome Aſſiſtance of Grace but none to influ- 
ence upon a Man's Will and Choice. Here every Man 
is left to himſelf and his own natural Power; if he will 


convert and fave himſelf, he may. But God hath 
nothing to do with it; for if he ſhould interpoſe 
and act, then Merit would be taken away; then 


the Man could not be rewarded and puniſhed as 


© he deſerved, Thus preſently after he ſays, It is 


very becoming the Wiſdom and Juſtice of God 


; to leave every Man to the Freedom of his own 
Choice, to do Good or Evil, to dcierve Rewards 


or Puniſhments. This is the fine Hypotheſis of 
our Divines, and they unanimoully cry it up. God 


© propoſes aptly, and invites tenderly, ſaith one of 


2 . them 
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6 them i but then he leaves us to the Diſcretion of 
Compliance; he moves and aſſiſts us to the. beſt, 


0 * 


Cc. 


but ſtill he leaves us with Power to do as we pleaſe.” 


Which is entirely contrary. to theſe Scriptures, . 


Feremiah xiii. 23. Can the Ethiopian change his. 


Skin, or the Leopard his Spots! Then may ye alſo do 


Good, that are accuſtomed to do Evil, Chap. x. 23. 
O Lord, I know that the Way of Man is not in him-. 
ſelf; it is not in Manthat walketh to direct his Steps. 


c. 
* 


„„ 


— 


So that it appears evident, that theſe Preachers do 
not make the Scripture their Rule, when they treat 
of this Doctrine; they make God a meer Propoun- 
der, an Inviter, a Mover, an Aſſiſtant in the great 
Buſineſs of Converſion ; but he can go no further. 
It is the Sinner's diſcreet Compliance, and his 
Power to do as he pleaſcs, that, finiſhes the Work.“ 


I will add one Author more, that we may ſee they 
ſpeak the ſame Language and are all of a Tone. 
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God, ſays he, procceds with Men by Methods of 
Perſuaſion, and not of Conſtraint: He allows the 
Means that are ſufficient, but he doth not think 
himſelf bound to render that which is ſufficient ne- 
ceſſary and unreſiſtable; the Succeſs of all his 
Merhods turns out upon our complying with, or 
holding out againſt them. In ſhort, all that is 
done (viz. by God) and all that can be done in 
this Caſe, ſuppoſes an honeſt and diligent Appli- 
cation of our Minds to render it effectual; which 
is as much as to ſay, God indeed uſes the Means, 
he doth his Endeavour, he doth what he can to- 
wards the recovering of Sinners; he makes ſcme 
Eſſiys towards it, he offers at it, and doth all that 
can be done by him; but he is not able to effect 
the Buſineſs of himſelf, notwithſtanding his Om- 
nipotency. But when God hath exerted all his 
Force aud Power to. no Purpoſe, then comes the 
Sinner and gives Succeſs to the whole, and renders 
it eficAual, This, in plain Terms, without diſ 


guiſing 
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© puiling it, is the profeſſed Doctrine of our Preach- 
ers at this Day. And all our Free-Willers agree 
in this Propoſition, that Man is the principal 
Agent in his own Converſion, and not God : For 
they aſſert, that after all God has done, or can do, 
it is the Man himſelf that effects the final Work 
of Converſion.” 8 

We find that learned and pious Prelate Biſhop 
Sanderſon ſay, * When the Arminians have done and 
« ſaid what they can, they muſt ſtand guilty. of ſym- 
© bolizing with the Pelagians, both in their Princi- 
« ples and Concluſions, in giving Man's Will, and 
not God's Grace, the chiefeſt Stroke, and the de- 
< ciding and laſt determining and caſting Power in 
the Work of Converſion; from whole judicious 
© Sentence we may infer, that Pelagianiſm is now 


a G © 6 & 


indeed the Britiſh Hereſy : And what if it be? 


© one of our Divines will defend it, and the Author 
of it. One of the Things, ſaith he, which gives 
< Occaſion and Encouragement to ſo dangerous a 
Doctrine as Calviniſm, is the over-heated Zeal of 
« St. Auguſtine, St. Hierom, and others of that Age, 
« againſt Pelagius;* and preſently after, it muſt be 
acknowledged to the Credit of our Country, in 
which he had his Birth, that he was a very wiſe, 
as well as virtuous Perſon ; and that for the Clear- 
„ neſs of his Reaſon, he had incomparable Advan- 
tage of all his Adverſaries put together.“ What 
would you have ſaid more in Commendation of 
Pelagius? 

Cb. I remember, that in the ninth Article of our 
Church, it is thus expreſſed, as the Pelagians do 
vainly talk ;, ſo that our Church looked on them as 
erroneous then, whatever they do now. 8 

Dif. It's a true Obſervation; but you ſee tha 


her Sons run away from their Mother, though they 
pretend ſhe is ſo holy and fedfaft. | 


| 7 
Turner' Middle Way,, &c. p. 390. 
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Church, You have fully proved what you, pro- 
miſed to do in this great and weighty Point; I pray 
you, ſhew. the Senfe of the old. Church of Kull 
in the next Article, the Eleventh. 

/- Dif. 1 will moſt willingly, and it is as followech: 


We are accounted righteous before God, only. fer the 
Merit of our Lord and Saviour Feſus Chriſt, 
by Faith, and not for our own Works or Deſer- 
vings : Wherefore that we are juſtified by Faith 
only, is a moſs wholeſome Doctrine, and very * 
of Comfort. 


| Let me infer, that if 1 it is a Doctrine ſo full of 
Comfort, as theſe holy Men ſay it is, then how 

faithful are all the Arminian Clergy, to rob the 
ple of the great Comfort that is contained in itz 
a8 mal be proved they all do, if they are conſiſtent 


with their own Notions. See Ram. iii. 24. Being 


Juſtified freely by bis Grace, through the Redemption 
a is in Chriſt Jeſus. Rom. v. 19, By the Obe- 
dience of One many are made righteous. 2 Cor. v. 21. 
For he bath made him to be Sin for us, who knew no 
Sin, tat we may be made the Righteouſneſs of God in 
bim. Many more Proofs might be brought, but 
theſe ſhall ſuffice. Be pleaſed to hear what Biſhop 
Uſher ſays on this Point, in his Principles of the 
Chriſtian Religion, Page 22. viz, 
Queſt. bat is the main Benefit we receive from 
| Cbr „ 0 
Anſw. Juſtification; whereby in Chriſt, we 
are accounted righteous, and fo are freed from 
1 . ene and have Aſſurance of everlaſting 
n 
ueſt, Möberein fandeth this Tuſbification ? 
Fn Anſw. In the Forgiveneſs of our Sins, and im- 
* 'puring Chriſt's Righteouſneſs unto us, 
Queſt. Mpereby then muſt we look to be Puſtified. 
I * Anſw. 
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© Aufw. Only by the Merits of Chriſt Jeſus, re- 
+ ceived'by us through Faith. 
Here you ſee this good Man copies after the 
Compilers of this Article. i 
Now be pleaſed to hear what the judicious Biſhop 
Beveridge ſaith in his Thoughts on Religion, Article 
the Eighth. 
; ] believe that my Perſon is only juſtified by the 
> © Merits of Chriſt imputed to me, and that my 
> © Nature is only ſanctified by the Spirit of Chriſt 
 * implanted in me: And thus I do not only believe 
Chriſt to be my Saviour, but I believe only Chriſt 
> © to be my Saviour: It was he alone that trod the 
Wine-Preſs of his Father's Wrath, filled with the 
«* ſour and bitter Grapes of my Sins: It was he that 
carried on the great Work of my Salvation, being 
* himſelf both the Author and Finiſher of it; I ſay 
© jt was he, and he alone; for what Perſon or Per- 
© ſons could do it beſides himſelf? the Angels could 
* not if they would; the Devils would not if they 
could; and as for my Fellow-Creatures, I may as 
« well ſatisfy for their Sins, as they for mine: And 
* how little able, even the beſt of us are to do, 
either for our own Tranſgreſſions, or thoſe of others, 
every Man's Experience will ſufficiently inform 
* him: For how ſhould we poor Worms of the Earth, 
* ever hope, by the Slime and Mortar (if I may fo 
* ſpeak) of our own natural Abilities, to raiſe up a 
© Tower whoſe Top may reach Heaven? Can we 
expect, by the Strength of our own Hands, to take 
* Heaven by Violence, or by the Price of our own 
* Works, to purchaſe eternal Glory? It's a matter 
of Admiration to me, how any one that pretends 
to the Uſe of his Reaſon, can imagine that he 
* ſhould be accepted before God for what comes from 
* himſelf; for, how is it poſſible that J ſhould be 
* juſtified by good Works, when I can do no 
Works at all, before I be firſt juſtified ? My 
LDP | | Works 
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Works cannot be accepted as good, till my Perſon 
be ſo; nor can my Perſon be accepted of God, 
till firſt ingrafted into Chriſt; before which in- 
grafting into the true Vine, it is impoſſible I ſhould 
bring forth good Fruit: For the Ploug bing of the 
Wicked is Sin, faith Solomon, Prov. xxi. 4. Yea, 
the Sacrifice of the Wicked is an Abomination to 
the Lord, Chap. xv. 8. And if both the civil 
and ſpiritual Actions of the Wicked be Sin, which 
of all their Actions ſhall have the Honour to 
juſtify them before God? I know not how it is 


with others; but for my own part, I do not re- 
member, neither do I believe that I ever prayed, 
in all my Life-time, with that Reverence, or heard 
with that Attention, or received the Sacrament 


with that Faith, or did any other Work whatſo- 
ever, with that pure Heart and ſingle Eye, as I 


© ought to have done; inſomuch, that I look upon 
all my Righteouſneſs as filthy Rags ; and it is in 


the Robes only of the Righteouſneſs of the Son of 
God that I dare appear before the Majeſty of the 
King of Heaven, Nay, ſuppoſe I could attain to 
that Perfection as to do good Works, Works 
exactly conformable to the Wil of God; yet they 
muſt have better Eyes than I, that can ſee how my 


Obedience in one Kind, can ſatisfy for my Diſo- 


bedience in another; or bew that which God com- 


mands from me, ſhould merit any Thing from 


him. No; I believe there is no Perſon can merit 
any thing from God, but he that can do more 


than is required of bim; which it is impoſſible 
any Creature ſhould do: for in that it is a Creature, 


it continually depends upon God, and then is bound 
to. do every thing it can by any Means poſſible for 
him; eſpecially conſidering” that the Creaturce's 
Dependance upon God is ſuch, that it is beholden 
to him for every Action that iſſues from it; with- 
out 3 as it is impoſſible any thing ſhould be, 
410 
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ſo likewiſe that any Thing ſhould act, eſpecia!lv 
what is good: So that to ſay a Man can merit 
any thing of God, is as much as to ſay, that he 
can merit by that which of himſelt he doth not do; or 
that one perſon can merit by that which another per- 
forms, which is a plain Contradictionʒ for inthatit me- 
rits, it is neceſſarily implied, that itſelf acts that by 
which it is ſaid to merit; but in that it doth not depend 
upon itſelf, but upon another in what it acts; it is 
neceſſarily implied, that itſelf doth not do that 
by which it is ſaid to merit.” 

Theſe are the Sentiments of this grave Prelate; 


and you may ſce more of it in the very ſame Article. 


Cb. In my Mind, this is a ſtrong Confirmation 


of the Truth of this Article. Now pray demon- 
{trate how our preſent Divines run away to the Ar- 
minian Side of the Queſtion. 


Diſ. Hear what Dr. Edwards ſays, p. 36, of his 


Preacher. . 


„% nf ß ĩͤ ee ed. 


* Imputed Righteouſneſs is another Doctrine that 
will not be endured. We could not perhaps, ex- - 
pect any other Thing from the Papiſts, who are 
wont ſo extra vagantly to cry up their own merito- 
rious Works and Righteouſneſs; but to hear Men, 
who call themſelves Proteſtants, deny the imputed 
Righteouſneſs of our Saviour, is very ſtrange and 
prodigious: yet this is done by the Followers of 
Socinus, by the Arminians and Remonſtrants, and 
by the late Scct of Quakers, and even by ſome of 
our own Church. The Imputation of Chriſt's 
Righteouſneſs, ſays one of them, is no where de- 
livered in the holy Oracles, but is meer Imagina- 
tion, contrary to the Attributes of God, and to 
the Doctrine and D-. ſigns of the Goſpel, and is 
exceedingly pernicious to Chriſtian Life and Virtue. 
We know another of our own Order, who has 
drawn his Pen in this Cauſe, and looks upon this 
Doctrine as an inſignificant Banter, and meer 
| G Jargon 
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* Jargon, He has a notable Knack of ſaying what 
* he pleaſes on any Subject; and acccordingly he 
* peremptorily aſſerts, that in all the New Teſta- 
nent, there is no ſuch Expreſſion as the Righteoul- 
* nels of Chriſt, or the Imputation of Chriſt's 
© Righteouſneſs. In the ſame Place, and elſewhere, 
he confidently ſaith, that imputed Righteouſneſs 
« plainly contradicts the Goſpel of our Saviour, and 
that the Golpel is perfectly ſilent about it: That 
it is no where to be found but in Men's Fancies. 
The Book in which theſe and the like Paſſages 
© occur, was publiſhed with Dr. Parker's Impri- 
* maturto it; over which honeſt Dr. Duport wrote 
© theſe Words with his own Hand, as I find them 
in that Book which was given by him to Trinity 
College Library, Cambridge: I fear, ſuch Diſcour- 
« ſes and ſuch Imprimaturs, will bring no Credit to 
the Reformed Religion, nor to the Church of Eng- 
land. No ſurely! unleſs that Religion, and that 
Church can derive Credit and Repute from a pro- 
« fane 4nd impious Droll; not only on the Imputa- 
tion of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, but on his Satisfac- 
tion, and the vindictive Juſtice of God, and the 
© applying of Chriſt's Merits by Faith, and the 
« Union of Chriſt and Believers, and on ſeveral 
other great Myſteries of the Goſpel, A Lucian, a 
© Fulian, a Rabelais, could not have acted this 
Part more dextrouſly and exactly. | 
But there is another that ſets out about the 
« ſame time with this Writer, and perfectly agrees 
« with him in running down the Doctrine of Impu- 
« ration, in a Diſcourſe, wherein he gives us an 
Account of the Principles and Practices of certain 
moderate Divines of the Church of England. He 
© tells us, that we hear no Talk from the Pulpits 
of an imputed Righteouſneſs ; nor is any ſuch 
« Thing in their Bibles. As he adds afterwards, 
im uted Righteouſneſs is not to be found in all 
: the 


X — 

o OY 
F 2 p a 2 
8 if E 3 , wy #5. * 1 2 


Kh, % e 7 


”—_ 


„ 


. 


6e Vw r 


e . 9 vD 


nn_ 
— WY 


3 


R. 
7 2 
% 4 
= 
M4 
L 14 
— * 
. 
* 
* 
? 
1 


JJC“. d ( v ß 7 Tc a / d Ik. WU > 2 


Turned Diſſenter. 43 


the Bible, as it relates to Chriſt's Righteouſneſs: 
This is juſt what the other Gentleman ſaid, that 
there is no one Place in Scripture where Chriſt's 
Righteouſneſs is ſaid to be imputed; which alſo 
are the expreſs Words of Bellarmine the Roman 
Champion, as well as Socinus. But he grows inſo- 
lent and paſſionate, and intimates, that none but 
errand Hypocrites deſire to have more told them, 
concerning the Imputation of Chriſt's Righteouſ- 
neſs, than what he had ſaid of it. Who would 
think it, that theſe Men, who ſtile themſclves 
moderate Divines, ſhould be ſo intemperare in 
their Tongues, and ſo given to Infule? Whilſt 
they are enraged, and ſpit Fire, they would per- 
ſuade us, that their Mourhs are cool; whilſt they 
appear in an Agony, and are next to Raving, they 
pretend to Moderation, But he proceeds, and in 
the ſame Place affirms, that Chriſt's Righteouſneſs 
being made ours, is groſly falſe, and a dangerous 
No:ion and Nonſenſe; yea, in another Place he 
cond-mns it as a ſottiſh Doctrine. Still here is a 
great deal of Paſſion and Confidence, but no Ar- 
gument or Proof. I might further obſerve the 
Inconſiſtency of this Reverend Author with him- 
ſelf; for though he declares himſelf all along ſtiff 
and peremp ory, magiſterial and poſitive, in all 
the Arminian Points, yet he intermix:s very luſci- 
ou; Talk about Freedom of Opinions, and would 


have none be poſitive and dogmatical : Which 
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ſoon reminde4 me with what I met with in Biſhop 
Sander ſon's Pax Eccleſiæ; where he bids us take 
Notice, of the Cunning of the Arminians to ad- 
vance their own Party, in pleading for a Liberty 
for every Man to abound in his own Senſe in 
Things undetermined by the Church, that ſo they 
may ſpread their own Tenets the more freely ; 
whereas yet, it is too apparent, by their Writings 


and Speeches, thit their Intentions and Endea- 
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vours are to take the Benefit of this Liberty them 


6 ſelves, but not to allow it thoſe that dicfer from 
them.“ Thus that judicious Prelate. 


There is another dignified Man of our Church, 


© who lately tells us, that there is no mention made. 


ia Scripture either of the Imputation of one Man's 
Sin, or of his Righteouſneſs, to another. And 
© he adds ſoon after, that though for the Obedience 
of one, many were delivered fromm that Death to 
© which they are obnoxious; yet they are not made 
* righteous by our Saviour's Righteouſucſs, imputed 
to them. And ſeveral of our Divines are of the 
« ſame Mind; and therefore the Doctrine of Impu— 
tation is generally laid aſide, and in moſt Pulpits 
is no longer heard of; or if it be, it is generally 
expoſed ro Contempt and Scorn: And yet one 
% would think this Doctrine ſhould not be queſtioned 
in the leaſt, but that all Perſons ſhould readily 
give their Suffrage to it; becauſe we are aſſured 
there is no Righteouſneſs of our own whereby we 
can be juſtified, all our inherent and perſonal Righ- 
teouſneſs being imperfect ; therefore it muſt be a 
perfect Righteouſneſs that we are to depend upon: 
'* Wherefore inſtead of deriding, we ſhould rather 
* admire the Grace of God, and adore his Goodnels-; 
© that ſeeing no Man has ſuch a Righteouſneſs of 
his own as is ſinleſs and perfect, there is provided 
a a Righteouſneſs that has thoſe Qualities. And 
© this may truly be ſaid, that if we are not deeply 
* apprehenſive of this unſpeakable Gift and Privi- 
© lege, it is a Sign we have no Senſe of our ſinful 
and wretched State; but where this is, there is a 
« Senſe likewiſe of our abſolute Need of imputed 
* Righteouſneſs.” 

Now, in order to confute what a Authors 
have ſaid, or any others ſhall ſay againſt the Doc- 
tline of Chrift's Righteouſneſs being imputed to 
the Believer, let thoſe ſweet Words at the end of 
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moſt of your Prayers and Collects, forever put to 


ſilence all Objcctions. The Words are, ( by the 
Merits of our Lord and Saviour Feſus Chriſt.) Now, 
how can thoſe Merits be made yours or mine, but 
by Imputation? agrecableto that Word, 2 Cor. v. 21. 
For be made him to be Sin fot us, that knew no Sin; 
that we might be made the Righteouſneſs of God in 
bim. Now it would be high Blaſphemy to aſſert, 
that Chriſt was made Sin in any other Senſe than 
by Impurtation and conſequently we are made 
righteous by the Imputation of his Righteouſneſs unto 
us. Indeed, the Spirit of God doth work the Work 
of Sanctification in the Souls of all thoſe that have 
the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt. impured unto them, in 
order to make them meet for Heaven; but it is 
the other that gives the Right, as the fore- cited 
Biſhop ſays. I heartily wiſh that all the Clergy would 


copy after that excellent Prelate, and then you would 


not have ſuch crude and indigeſted Traſh utte 
from the Pulpit and Preſs as you have. vo 
Church, I am amazed at their Ignorance, and at 
my own; for I have ſaid theſe Words, by the Merits 
of Chriſt, and I muſt confeſs I knew not the Meaning 
of them; but I contented myſelf with keeping to 
the Church, and hearing two Sermons a Day, and 
ſaying my Prayers ; though God knows I knew not 
any Thing in a right Manner, as J perceive now. 
Diſ. I believe what you ſay to be true, and it is 
the Condition of thouſands in this Nation: But that 
which is more ſtrange, thoſe that are the moſt igno- 
rant ſtand up moſt ſtrongly for the Church; though 
if they were clolely examined, they could not tell 
what it is. | 1-1 | 
Church, That is true, it was ſo with me; I hated 
to be contradicted in my Way, though I knew not 
what was right; and ſo I am perſuaded it is with 


04s God of his infinite Mercy enlighten 
them. | | 
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Diſ. ] heartily wiſh the fame; for if I had not 
I ſhould never have wrote this. But to give you one 
Inſtance, not Jong ſince: I aſked a Neighbour how 
he could go to hear ſuch a Parſon that ſhould main- 
tain the Doctrine of Free-Grace one Sabbath-Day, 
and the Doctrine of Free-Will the next Sabbath? 
In anſwer faith he, We forget from one Sunday 
what we heard the other; and how ſhould we charge 
him with contradicting himſeif? This Anſwer J 
confeſs, put me to ſilence; God knows that we are 
fallen into an Age of Indifference ; Men and Women 
are careleſs in hearing, and care not what Doctrine 
it is, if Free Will, or Free-Grace, it is all one to 
them; they take ſo little Notice of it, that they know 
not whether it be true or falſe; but if they fill up 
an Hour and a Half, they go away very well con- 
tented, if they can but remember the Text, though 
they- have n the whole Body of the Diſ- 
courſe. 

Church, 1 am ſatisfied that what you have ſaid is 
true of the Generality of us. 

Diſ. Let me aſk you this one Queſtion : If you 
were very intimate with one that pretended. to be a 
ſtrong Roman Catholic, and were to aſk him in a 
ſerious manner, to give you his Thoughts on Tran- 
ſubſtantiation, or any other great Point of Popery ; 
and if he ſolemnly declared to you, that he was 1g- 
norant of them, but took up that Religion, merely 


becauſe his Parents were of that Opinion, or becauſe 


he was brought up in a Popiſh Country; would not 
you ſet him down 'in your Mind for one that was 
nothing but a Pretender to the Roman Religion ? 
Church. 1 believe I ſhould, and ſhould be right 
in ſo doing; for if he knew not the Grounds and 
Foundation which that Church hath laid for all her 
Members to build their Faith and Hope upon, how 
could he be ſaid to belong to that Church? 


Di/. 


I 
* 
I" 
1 
* * 
„ 
CF 
N 
1 
<4 
3 
N 
tk 
* 
7 
_ FA 
of 
25 
” 4 


4 
KA SE to ik 


C „„ e 2 83 . 
e 8 „ 
cc — 


Turned Diſſenter. 47 


- Dif. You have rightly ſaid: But how doth your 
Anſwer contradict yourſelf, and with you, Millions 
in this Nation, that pretend to belong to the Church 
of England; and yet know not, it they were cloſely 
examined, the Meaning of thoſe Articles that are 
in a great many of the Common-Prayer Books, 
that thoſe are the Truths that the Church of Eng- 
land, have laid for a Foundation for all her Members 
to build their Faith on for eternal Life, Now if you, 
or any others, pretend to be of that Religion, and 
are ignorant of theſe great Points now mentioned, 
you or they are no more Church of England Men, 
than that Perſon was a Roman Catholic. 

Church, I confeſs it is ſo; but we are fond of 
being called by that Name, though we are ignorant 
of the Grounds and Foundation of the Church ; fo 
that it is a true Obſervation you have made, I muſt 
acknowledge. 

Dif. I am glad to ſee you have ſome Light. I 
wiſh that you, with all others, would hear the Word 
with that diligent Attention, as the young Coun- 
ſellors and Lawyers do the grave Judges when they 
are on the Benches in Veſtminſter-Hall. How do 
they ſtand with their Pens and Paper, in order to 
catch the Words as ſoon as delivered; fo that they 
may compare them with Magna Charta; that is, 
the Standard Law of the Land; and fo ſhould you 
and I do when we hear the Word preached ; we 
ſhould compare that with the Word of God. I have 


often thought, that if the general Part of Mankind 


were as ignorant of the Things of this World, as 
they are of the Things of another, they muſt be 


obliged to give over almoſt all their Trades. If any 


carries a piece of old Gold to one that deals in it, 
how doth he look on it, and turn it, and bring it to 


the Touchſtone, in order to ſce whether it is good 


Metal; then he weighs it with right Weights; and 
then in his own Mind, that he may give ſo much 


for 
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for it as may allow him a Profit for the Purchaſe : 
But if he was ignorant of the Metal, and- of the 
Weights, what poor Work would he make of it ! 
So, if we are ignorant of Divine Things, whatig- 
norant — ſhall we give to God! Can a car- 
rupt Fountain fend forth ſweet Waters ? no more can 
an ignorant Man worſhip God acceptably; becauſe 
the Spring, from whence his Worſhip flows, is not 
accepted by him, agreeable to that Word, Ja. xxvii. 

11. For it is a People of no Underſtanding '; ' there- 
fore be that made them will not have Mercy on them, 
and be that formed them will ſhew them no favour. 

And Mr. Burket faith, * That an ignorant Man 
cannot ſerve God, nor be ſaved by him, ſo living 
and dying |! therefore it highly concerns all Perſons 
to know what they truſt to for eternal Life.“ And, 
indeed, all Godly Living flows from ſound Princi- 
ples, being fixed in the Heart by the Indwelling of 
the Spirit of God, according to that Word; Hher 
the Spirit, whom. the Father will ſend in my Name, 
is come, he ſhall teach you all Things, John xiv. 26. 
It is the Judgment of many judicious Divines, that 
ſince the Rejection of the old Doctrine of the Refor- 
mation, the Tide of Infidelity and Profaneneſs hath 
riſen to an exceeding Height. 

The other Part of found Doctrine, namely, 
< Juſtification by Faith alone, ſays Dr. Edwards, is 
* expreſly denied, not only by thoſe of the Roman 
* Communion, but by the other Parties before 
mentioned, and even by our own Clergy. Some 
© Years ago, when no Theological Books were to 
be publiſhed without a Licence obtained from an 
Archbiſhop or Biſhop, a Friend of mine had oc- 
* caſion to make ule of one of their Chaplains for 
that Purpoſe ; that is, in order to the publiſhing a 
© ſhort Diſcourſe; but he refuſed to grant his Im- 
* primatur, merely for this Reaſon, becauſe there 
were, as he alledged, ſome Touches of Calvini/n 
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in it. And what was the Calviniſm objected 


againſt, and which hindered the publiſhing of the 


Book ? It was this, that good Works and holy 
Duties are not the Ingredients of Juſtification z not- 
withſtanding -there is in the Bible Jarge and am- 
ple Confirmation of that which he calls Calvini/m. 
St. Paul's Epiſtles are all over Calviniſtical, and 
particular in the Point of Juſtification z which is 
the Thing I am now ſpeaking of. It is certain, 
if he will adhere to this Apoſtle, we cannot hold 
that we are juſtified by Works in Conjunction 
with Faith, as ſome of our preſent Clergy aſſert, 
both in their Writings and Sermons; and it is 
obſervable, that they uſe the very ſame Arguments 
in this Cauſe, as the Roman Writers do; they are 
either ſo lazy or unſkilful as not to offer any 
of their own, but they plentifully borrow of the 
Champions of the Church of Rome, and ſet down 
what they ſay, Word for Word, | 

© If ic be objected, that St. James, another Apoſtle, 
maintains this Doctrine, and in expreſs Terms, 
aſſerts, that by Works a Man is juſtified, and not 
by Faith only, James ii. 24. there needs not 
much be ſaid to reconcile theſe two Apoſtles, tho? 
there has been a great toiling and ſweating about 
it in the Writings both of Proteſtants and Papiſts. 
The ſhort is this, that the Apoſtle Paul ſpeaks of 
that Juſtification which is before God: and St. 
James, of that which is before Men: the former 
is by Faith alone, and the latter by Works joined 
with Faith in the Sight of Men. We are truly 
ſaid to be reputed Righteous, becauſe of our holy 
religious Actions, .which are taken Notice of by 
Men; and we cannot otherwiſe be pronounced 
righteous by them; for our Faith is inviſible to 
them; but before God our Faith is alone ſuffici- 
ent to conſtitute us righteous, he having appointed 
this to be che ſole Inſtrument whereby we appre- 


* hend 
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hend Chriſt Jeſus, But our beſt Works are not 
© able to render us innocent in the Sight of God. 
© This is a plain and eaſy Solution of the Difficulty 
and this is grounded on the Diſtin&ion which the 
Scripture itſelf makes berween Juſtification before 
God and before Men, Luke xvi. 15. Rom. 111. 20. 
6 jv. 2. Gal. iii. 11. For when the former of theſe 
is mentioned, it is in Contradiſt inct ion to the latter, 
* which is neceſſarily ſuppoſed, tho? not expreſſed. 
© Ina Word, Faith alone is the Inſtrument of Juſ- 
« tification before God; but good Works are ne- 
ceſſary to juſtify our Faith before Men. Thus St. 
* Paul and St. James perfectly agree. And thus it 
* appears Juſtification by Faith alone is a ſound 
* Doctrine: And J have made it appear likewiſe, 
that it is not endured by a great many of our 
+ Clergy at this Day.“ Thus far the Doctor. | 

The Papiſts, (though in the Schools they contend © 
for the Dignity and Congruity of Works, that they 
are material Cauſes, or neceſſary Conditions of Ju- 
tification and Salvation; yet on their Death-Beds, 
they utterly renounce them) they exhort Men, in 
Diftrefs of Conſcience, to roll themſelves . wholly on 
Jieſus Chriſt. In “ a Form preſcribed for viſiting - 
the Sick, the Prieſt was enjoined to put this Queſ: * 
tion to the ſick Perſon : Doſt thou believe to come o 
Glory, not by thy own Merits, but by the Virtue and 
Merits of the Paſſion of Our Lord Feſus Chriſt? © 
And drft thou believe that our Lord Fefus Chriſt did © 
die for our Salvation, and that none can be ſa- | 
ved by his own Merits; or by any other Means | 
but by the Merits of bis Paſſion ? Whereunto, when 
the fick Perſon anſwered affirmatively, I do believe it: 
then the Prieſt is bid to exhort him: In this wiſe 
go to therefore, as long as thy Soul remaineth in tbee; 
place thy whole Confidence in bis Death only; 
have Confidence in no other Thing , commit thy ſelf % 


* Bihbop Uſher's Anſwer to the Feſuits, p. 568. 
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wholly to Bis Death; with this alone cover thyſelf 3 


1 5 intermingle thyſelf, wrap thy whole ſelf in 
his Death. 

Dangerous (faith Bernard) is the Habitation of 
© thoſe that truſt in their own Works.“ And in an- 


I other Place, What fafe Reſt or Security can the 
2 © weak Soul find, but in the Wounds of his Saviour; 


© as he is mighty to ſave, ſo dwell I there with moſt 
Safety.“ Pari/ien/is in his Book of divine Rhetorick ; 

© Thou muſt beware (faith he) in thy Scrivings 
* with God, that thou doſt not build upon a weak 
Foundation; which he doth that truſts in his own 
Works.“ Gerſom often inculcates this, That be- 

© fore the Tribunal of God, we muſt only plead the 
© Merits of Chriſtf.” Biſhop Gardiner, though he 
would not have this Gap to be opened to the People, 
yet he acknowledged it to be moſt comfortable Doc- 
trine to ſuch as were in his Condition, he being then 

on his Death-Bed ; which is the more to be obſerved, 
becauſe in all his Life-time before, he had ſtickled ſo 
much for our Adverſaries Conditional Juſtification, 
Bellarmine himſelf, when he had written diverſe Books 
for Juſtification by inherent Righteoufneſs, in the 
End concludes thus: For fear of Vain-Glory, and 


© by reaſon of the Uncertainty of our Works, it is 


* the ſafeſt Way to place all our Truſt in the Mercy 
* of God, and Merits of Jeſus Chriſt.” Thus yau 
ſee that they are Proteſtants when they come to look 
Death in the Face. And I have talked with ſeveral 
that are for a conditional Covenant, who have con- 
feſſed, that they muſt come to this Doctrine at 


Death. 


Church, This is ſurprizing, that Men will with- 
hold that from the People in Life, that they muſt 


be compelled to truſt to at Death. I remember now, 


that our Parſons preach much on Works; and ſay, 

that the Covenant of Grace is a conditional one, and 
+ Fox's Ad and Monuments, Vol. III. 

H 2 that 
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that the Bleſſings are diſtributed according to Men 
performing the Conditions on their Part. 8 
Diſ. I know that they make wretched Work of 
that Point, when they pretend to handle it; for, in- 
ſtead of going to the Texts where the New Covenant 
is ſaid to be made, they go to the Covenant of 
Works; and that is, Do this and live, And the 
People, being ignorant of the Places, take it for 
granted, that it is ſo as they tell them; and ſo they are 
lulled up in the Cradle of Ignorance, as I ſhall make 
appear by bringing thoſe Texts; as Fer. xxxi. 33. 
This is the C:venant that I will make with the Houſe 
of Iſrael: Afier thoſe Days I will put my Laws 
into their inward Parts, and write it in their 
Hearts: And I will be to them a God, and they 
ſhall be to me a People. And St. Paul, in the eighth 
Chap. to the Hebrews, the tenth verſe, hath almoſt © 
the ſame Words. Now where is there a Word of 
Condition on theCreature's Part, to make this Cove- © 
nant ſure to him? All is ſure on God's Part, and it 
is abſolutely free, Ezek. xxxvi. 25. 26, 27. Then | 
will. I ſprinkle clean Water upon you, and ye bal! 
be clean; from all your Filtbineſi, and from all your © 
Idols will I cleanſe you, A new Heart alſo will I © 
give you, and a new Spirit will I put within you; © 
and I will take away the ſtony Heart out of your © 
Fleſh, and I will give you Heart of Fleſh; and I © 
will put my Spirit within you, and cauſe you to walk 
in my Statutes, and you fhall keep my Fudgements, © 
and do them, Now, are not all theſe Promiſes free? 
And Biſhop. Beveriape, in his IXth Article of his 
Private Thoughts, is entirely in this Sentiment; he | 
faith, That he (God) will not only give us Life 
if we come to Chriſt, but even draws us to Chriſt, 
that ſo he may give us Life: and ſo not only makes 
* us happy, if we will be holy, but makes us holy, 
that ſo we may be happy. For the Covenant is 
not, that he will be our God, if we will be his 
5 : | People; 
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people; but be will be our God, and we ſhall be bis 
People. But till all this is in and through Chriſt, 
the Surety and Mediator of this Covenant, in 
© whom all the Promiſes are yea and Amen, 2 Cor, 
i. 20.“ Here you ſee this Phoenix is againſt the 


Generality of the preſent Clergy in this great and 
weighty Point. | 


Cbur cb. It is very ſurpriſing to me, that the 
Clergy ſhould have no regard to theſe great and 
good Men whom they call their Spiritual Fathers ; 
but . eſpecially to the holy Scriptures you have 
brought. 
Di. It is ſo indeed! But never was there more 
implicit Faith than there is among the Hearers ; 
for if the Prieſt doth but. ſay it, they ſwallow it 
down without chewing: and that is one Reaſon of 
the dark Preaching among you. | 

The next Doctrine that falls under our conſidera- 
tion is that of Predeſtination : For I have choſe to 


range them in the ſame Order they are ſet down in 


your Articles at the End of your Common-Prayer 
Books. I will firſt ſet down the expreſs Words of 
the 17th Article, in which is contained as follows : 


Predeſtination to Life is the everlaſting Purpoſe of 
God, whereby (before the Foundations of the 
World were laid) he hath conſtantly decreed by 
bis Council, ſecret 10 us, to deliver from Curſe 
and Damnation, thoſe whom he has choſen in 
Chriſt out of Mankind, and to bring them by 
Chriſt to everlaſting Salvation, as Veſſels made 
to Honour: Wherefore they, which be endued with 
ſo excellent a Benefit of God, be called according 

1 God's Purpoſe, by his Spirit working in due 
Seaſon; they through Grace obey the Calling; they 
be juſtified freely ; they be made Sons of God by 

Adoption; they be made like the Image of bis 

.. only-begotten Son Feſus Chriſt ; they walk reli- 


 groufty 
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giouſty in good Works ; and at length by God's 
Mercy, they attain to gt Filicity, + PSF 
' As the godly Conſideration of 4 „ee and 
our Election in Chriſt, is full o Fes pleaſant, 
and unſpeakable Comfort to godly Perſons, and 
Jjucb as feel in themſelves the Working of the Spi- 
ri of Chriſt, mortifying the Works of the Fleſh, © 
and their earthly Members, and drawing up their 
Minds to high and beavenly Things ; as well be- 
cauſe it doth greatly eſtabliſb 2 confirm their 
Faith of eternal Salvation, to be enjoyed through 
Cbriſt, as becauſe it doth fervently kindle their 
Love towards God: So for curious and carnal 
Perſons, lacking the Spirit of Chriſt, to have 
continually before their Eyes the Sentence of God's 
 Predeſtination, is a moſh dangerous Downfall, 
. whereby the Devil doth thruſt them either into 
; Deſperation, or into Wretchedneſs of moſt unclean 
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Living, no leſs perilous than Deſperation. 

' Furthermore, we muſt receive God's Promiſes in 

| ſuchwiſe as they be generally ſet forth unto us in 

holy Scripture: And in our Doings, that Will 

of God is to be followed, which we have expreſſy 
declared unto us in the Word of God. 


Theſe, in my Judgment, are a Set of as profound 
Words as can be put together ; and it is -amazing to 
ſee and hear the Generality of the Clergy turn this 
Article from its native Senſe, as they have done the 
four I have inſiſted on, 
No, that I may ſet this Article in its true Light, 
1 think it cannot be done better than to ſhew you in 
what View that great Man Mr. Rogers, Chaplain 
to the Archbiſhop of Canterbury in King James the 
Firſt's Reign, took them in. He dedicated a Book 
to the ſaid Biſhop called The Faith, Doctrine, and 
Religion, profeſſed and proteſted in the Realm of 
England, and Dominions of the fame, e in 
5 | | thirty- 
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thirty · nine Articles, concordedly agreed 
l Biſhops and Clergy of this Nieden, 
at two ſeveral Meetings or Convocations of theirs, 
in the Years of our Lord 1562, 1604; and the 

ſaid Articles analyſed into Propoſitions, proved to 

be agreeable both tothe written Word of God, and to 
the extant Confeſſions of all the neighbouring Churches 
chriſtianly reformed. 

Now I cannot but think, nor do I believe, that 
any Perſon of tolerable Senſe will imagine, that 
Mr, Rogers took his Lordſhip, and the whole Body 
of the Clergy, to be in any other Way of thinking 
chan what che Article ſpeaks; for it wouldhave been 
imprudent and rude Ignorance to dedicate a Book to 
him contrary to his Sentiments, and thoſe of the 
whole Engliſh Convocation ; and therefore I take it 
for granted, that this was entirely their Opinion 
then. | 

I will ſhew ſome of the Propo/ttions this good 

Man has thrown this Article juſtly into; and will 


ſet. down the Scriptures he advances for the Proof 
of them. | 


ProPosI TION I. There is a Predeſtination of 
Men unto eternal Life, proved from God's Word. 
1 To ſit at my Right-hand, and at my Left- band, is 

not mine 1o give, but it ſhall be given them for whom 
8 it is prepared of my Father, Matt. xx. 23. Many 
are called, but few are choſen, Chap. xxii. 14. For 
the Eledis Sake thoſe Days ſhall be ſhortened, Chap. 
xxiv. 22. Fear not, little Flock, for it is your Father*s 
good Pleaſure to give you the Kingdom, Luke xii. 32, 
I tell you in that Night, there ſhall be two in one 

| Bed; the one ſhall be re-eived, and the ather left, 
cx Chap. xvii. 34. All that the Father giveth me, 
3 ſhall come unto me, John vi. 37. Witneſſed is alſo 
this by the Evangeliſt Luke, and St. Paul: The 
one faith of the Gentiles at Antioch, So many ' as 


- | were 
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were ordained unto eternal Life, believed, Acts xiii, 
48. And the other, Thoſe whom be knew before, 
he did predeſtinate, Rom. viii. 29. Wie are unto 
God the ſweet Savour of Chriſt, in them that are 
ſaved, and in them which periſh. To the one. we are 
Savour of Death untoDeath; and tothe other the $avour 
of Life unto Life, 2 Cor. ii. 15, 16. Bleſſed be the God 
and Father of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, who hath bleſſed 
us withall ſpiritual Bleſſings in heavenlyPlaces inChriſt; 
according as he bas choſen us in him before the Foun- 
dation of the World; having predeſtinated us unto 1hs 
Adoption of Children by Feſus Chriſt, Eph. i. 3, 4, 
55 The Example alſo of the Ele& Creatures, 
Men and Angels; of the two Brethren, Abel and 
Cain, Iſaac and Iſhmael, Facob and Eſau; of the two 
Eunuchs of King Pharoab ; and of the two King- 
doms, Judah and Iſrael; the two People, Feros 
and Gentiles; the two Apoſtles, Peter and Judas; 
the two Thieves upon the Croſs; the two Men in 
the Fields; the two Women at the Mill, make 
an Illuſtration of this Truth. All Proteſtant Churches 
abroad conſent to this Doctrine. | 


Por. II. Predeſtination has been from ever- 
laſting. (Saith our Saviour Chriſt) Come, ye Bleſſed 
of my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for 
you from the Foundation of the World, Matt. xxv. 
34. God hath choſen us in Chriſt before tbe 
Foundation of the World, Eph. i. 4. Who has ſaved 
1, and called us with an holy Calling, not according 
ta our Works, but according to bis own Purpoſe and 
Grace; which was given us in Chriſt Jeſus before 
the World began, 2 Tim. i, 9. The public Confeſ- 
ſions of the Churches, particularly in Helvetia, 
Baſil, and France, bear witneſs hereunto. oh 


+ Proy. III. They which are predeſtinated unto 
Salvation cannot periſh, Take the Proofs from 
| God's 
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God's Word as follow: All that the Father giveth 


me, ſhall come unto me; and him that cometh unto 
me, I will in no wiſe caſt out, John vi. 37. 1 can- 
not forbear giving you Mr. Burke!'s Remarks on 
theſe Words, in his Expoſition of the New T:fta- 
ment, as followeth : © I will never caſt them out of 
my Pity and Compaſſion; I will not caſt them 
© out of my Love and Afiection; I will never caſt 
them out of my Prayer and Interceſſion; I will 
never caſt them out of my Covenant: I will 
never caſt them out of the Kingdom: for my 
Nature inclines me, my Promiſe binds me, and 
* my Office as Mediator engages me to the con- 
© trary.“ Theſe Words are fo full of heavenly Con- 
ſolation to every poor dejected Sinner, caſt - down 
by the Senſe of indwelling Sin, that chey ought to 
be wrote in Letters of Gold, and ſet round with 
Diamonds, 7 give unto them eternal Life, and they 
ſhall never periſh, neither ſhall any pluck them out 
of my Hands : My Father that gave: them me is 
greater than all, and none ſhall pluck them out of his 
Hands, John x. 28, 29. The Gates of Hell ſhall 
not overcome the Church, Mat xvi. 18. Moreover 
whom he did predeſtinate, ibem be alſo glorified, 
Rom. viii. 30. For the Gifts and Calling of God 
are without Repentance, Rom. xi. 29. They went 
out from us, but they were not of us; for if they bad 
been of us, they would no doubt have continued with 
ts: But they went out that it might be made mani- 
feſt: that they were not all of us, 1 John. ii. 19. 
All the Proteſtant Churches abroad agree in this. 


Proy. IV. Not all Men, but certain, are pre- 
deſtinated to be ſaved. Proofs from God's Word, 

We deny that all, but a certain and a choſen Com- 
pany only of Men, are predeſtinated ; and ſo doth 
God's Word. Rejoice that your Names are written in 
Heaven, Luke x.20,4 _ mine, and am knownof mine, 


1$ 
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is the Saying of Chriſt Jeſus, Fobn x. 14. 1 ſuffer 
all Things for ibe EletPs Sake, faith St. Paul, 2 


Tim. ii. 10. The very ſame with us do the Churches 
ene affirm. 


Nor V. Of the mere Will and Purpoſe of 
God, ſome Men are in Chriſt Jeſus elected, and 
not others, unto Salvation. Proofs from God's 
Word. In the Scriptures we meet of Men's Pre- 
deſtination z the Cauſe efficient, . to be the everlaſting 
Purpoſe of God; the Cauſe formal, God's infinite 
Mercy and Goodneſs; the Cauſe material, the Blood 
of Chriſt ; the Cauſe final, or End, why both God 
the Father hath loved, and Chrift, for his Elect, 
hath ſuffered, is the Glory of God, and the Salva- 
tion of many. And this do all the Church Militant 
and Reformed, with a ſweet Conſent, teſtify and 
acknowledge. That the Purpoſe of God, according 
to Election, might ſtand, not of Works but of him 
that calleth, Rom. ix. 11. Who hath predeſtinated 
us according to the good Pleaſure of bis Will, Eph. 
1. 5. Mot according to our Works, but according to 
bis own Purpoſe and Grace, 2 Tim. i. 9. I will 
Be Mercy to whom I will — Mercy, Exod. xxxiii. 
19. and Rom. ix. 15. 


Proe. VI. They who are elected unto Salva- 
tion, if they come unto Tears of Diſcretion, are 
called, both outwardly by the Word, and inwardly 
by the Spirit of God. Proofs from God's Word. 
Though true it be, that the Lord knoweth all and 
every of his Elect; yet hath he revealed unto us 
eertain Notes and Tokens whereby we may ſee, and 
certainly know, whether we be of that Number or 
not: For ſuch as be ordained unto everlaſting Life, 
if they live long in this World, they one time or 
Other are called to the Knowledge of Salvation by 
m God's n they obey God's 

Calling, 
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Callivg, through the Operation of the Holy Ghoſt 


working within them ; they feel in their Souls the 
ſame Spirit, bearing witneſs unto their Spirits, that 
they are the Children of God; and finally, they 
walk religiouſly in all good Works. Theſe Things 
are moſt, evident and clear in the Holy Scriptures z 
where are ſet down both the Calling of the Predeſti- 
nate, and their Obedience unto the Word being 
called: and their Adoption, by the Spirit, to be 
the Children of God; and laſt of all, their Holi- 
nels of Life, and virtuous Converſation, All the 
Reformed Churches conſent to this, Proofs from 
Scripture: Whom be predeftinated, them be alſo 
called. Rom. viii. 30. God ſeparated me from my 
Mother's Womb, and called me by bis Grace, Gal, i. 
15. He bath called you 18 his Kingdom and Glory, 
1 Theſſ. ii. 12. He bath ſaved us, and called us 
with a holy Calling. 2 Tim. i. 9. We have received 
the Spirit of Adoption, whereby we ory, Abba, 
Father : The ſame Spirit bearing witneſs with our 
Spirit, that we are the Children of God, Rom. viii. 
13, 16. | 


Por. VII. The Predeftinated are both juſti- 


| fied by Faith, ſanctified by the Spirit, and ſhall be 


glorified in the Life to come. Proofs from God's 
Word: Know that a Man is not juſtified by the 
Works of the Law, but by the Faith of Fefus Chriſt, 
Gal. ii. 16. They which be of Faith; are bleſſed 
wi h faithful Abraham, Chap. iii. 9. Moreover, 
whom be did predeſtinate, theſe be called; and whom 
be called, them alſo be jaſtified; and whom be juf- 
tied, tbem alſo he glorified, Rom. viii. 38. Come, 
ye Bleſſed of my Father, inberit the Ming dom prepared 
for on, Matt, xxv. 34. And if we be Children, 
then Heirs z Heirs of God, and Joint- Heirs with 
Jeſus Chriſt, Rom viii. 17. If ſo be that we ſuffer 
with bim, tha! we may be glorified with bim; and 

| I £ as 
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as we haue borne the Image of the Earthly, ſo hall 
we bear the Image of the Heavenly, 1 Cor. xv. 49. 


Por. VIII. The Conſideration of Predeſtina- 
tion is to the Godly-wiſe moſt comfortable; but 
to curious and carnal Perſons very dangerous. The 
Proof from God's Word. This Doctrine of Predefti- 
nation is to the Godly full, ſweet, pleaſant and com- 
fortable; becauſe it greatly confirms their Faith 
ia Chriſt, and encreaſes their Love towards God: 
For I reckon the Suſferings of this preſent Time are 
not wort by to be compared with the Glory that ſhall 
be revealed in us, Rom. viii. 18, If God be on our 
Side, who can be againſt us? who ſpared not bis own 
Son, but gave him up for us all; bow pal 
be not with him freely give us all Things? Who ſhall 
lay any Thing to the Charge of God's Eleftt? it is 
God that juſtiſietb: who is he that condemneth ?: verſe 
31, 32, 33, 34. Ye were ſealed with the Holy Spirit 
of Promiſe, which is the Earneſt of our Inheritance, 
undi! the Redemption of the purchaſed Poſſeſſion, 
unto the Praiſe of bis Glory, Eph. i. 13, 14. Grieve 
not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby you are ſealed 
unto the Day of Redemption, Eph. iv. 30. 
There is more contained in that Part of the 
Article, than is expreſſed in this eighth Propoſi- 
tion; and therefore I ſhall ſet down the Words, 
which are as follow; Drawing up their Minds to 
high and heavenly Things, as well becauſe it deth 
| "greatly eftabliſh and confirm their Faith of eternal 
Salvation to be enjoyed through Chriſt, as berauſe it 
doi b fervently kindle their Love towards God. No 
if there are theſe bleſſed Properties in this Part of 
the Article, then none but Fools or Madmen will 
part with it: But if any Clergyman ſhould deny that 
there are ſuch Things contained in it, I tender chis 
to be conſidered how he came to ſubſcribe to it, 
that it had ſuch bleſſed Effects in it? I profeſs it 4 
| 0 
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ſo dark a Problem, that I cannot underſtand; I, with 


others, have aſked the young Clergy about. theſe 


Things, and for an Excuſe, they have alledged, 


that they never had ſtudied them. O prepoſterous 


Ignorance! not ſtudied that Point chat eſtablifheth 
their Faith of cternal S vation! as juſt now menti- 
oned. And after tur old ones, they alledge, that 
they are Articles of Peace, and not of Faith; but 
inſtead of thut, it ſhould have been Profit. 1 am 
apt to think, and what makes me be of that Mind 
is, I know chat they, in their Preaching and Writing, 
have ſet the People againſt it; fo that if they were 
to preach it up again, they would not give to the 
Lectures, and ſuch as the People pay the Pence to, 
as they now do. I ſhall here add the Words of a 
late Author, Mr. Atkinſon, in his Decay of Practi- 
cal Religion, p. 26. he ſaith, + Doth not Iniquity 
abound among us; Lying, Deceiving, Swearing; 
profane and falſe Swearing, Neither do I think 
the ſubſcribing Articles of Faich Men do not be- 
© lieve, is better than Lying, and the worſt fort of 
Lying; becauſe it is lying in Men from whom we 
© might expect the greateſt Regard to Truth, and 
at a Time when they (if ever) are, or ſhould be, 
* moſt ſincere, when they are going into holy 
Orders, and ſay they are moved by the Holy 
© Ghoſt. Now certainly the Holy Ghoſt never in- 
* tpired Men to tell Lyes in God's Name, ar; to 
ſpeak or ſubſcribe deceitfully for God. 

" Church. What! do you think a Man may know 
this he is elected unto Life eternal? 
Di.. I do indeed believe ſo; and I do think [ 
have fully proved that this was the Doctrine of your 
Church formerly, and I will prove it by two emi- 
nent Biſhops: the firit ſhall be from the moſt learned 
«Biſhop Uſer, p. 60. in his Principles of an 
_ this Queition 1 is pu: : 


1 


© Queſt, 
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"© Queſt. Did God therefore, before he made Man, 
e determine to ſave ſome, and rejet? others? , 

© Anſ. Yes, ſurely ; before' they had done either 
© Good: or Evil, God, in his eternal Council, ſet 
ſome apart, upon whom he would in time ſhe 
_ © the Riches of his Mercy, and determined to with- 
hold the fame from others, on whom he would 
© ſhew the Severity of his Wrath.“ Take the Scrip- 
tures he has brought for the Truth of chis Aſſer- 
tion, 2 Tim. 1, 9. Rom. ix. 11. 21, 23. 
Mart. xkv. 34, 41. 2 Tim. ii. 20. 1 Thefſ. 
v. 9 
5 Guel. What ſhould move God to make this Dif- 
< ference between Man and Man. 

© Anſ. Only his own Pleaſure, by having pur- 
_ © Poſed to create Man for his own Glory. Foraſ- 
much as he was not bound to ſhew Mercy unto 
any, and his Glory ſhould appear as well in ex- 
© ecuting his Juſtice, as in ſhewing his Mercy: it 
< ſeertied good unto his heavenly Wiſdom to chooſe 
© "out a certain Number, to whom he would extend 
© his undeſerved Mercy, leaving the others to be 
6 Spedtacles of Juſtice, Rom. ix. 11, 21, 22, 23. 
Prov. xvi. 4. Matt. xi. 25, 26. Epb. i. 11. 
Jude 4.” Here you fee this judicious Biſhop 
. agrees with his Brethren the Compilers of the ſeven- 

teenth Article. | | 
No be pleaſed to hear what that grave and ſolid 
Theologue Biſhop Babbington ſays in his Book, p. 
274. Vel. II. For Number and Knowledge of 
God, of thoſe his Elect and Choſen, the Scrip- 
* tute again is not ſilent, but telleth us thus much, 
© that'the Hairs of our Head are all numbered, then 
„ bvertainly our Perſons. God knows who are his; 
© :then certainly he knoweth the Number, and the 
Number is certain. Our Names are written in the 
Book of Life ; therefore we are known, and the 
Number is certain, He calleth his by their 
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Names; therefore he knoweth them, both who 
„they are, and how many.“ With which Proofs, 
and many that might be named, St. Auguſtine 
Joineth, when he faith, the Number of Elect is ſo 
certain, that neither Addition can be made unto 
© them, nor Diminution from them.“ This preci- 
ous Truth met with the ſame Oppoſition in thoſe 
Times, as it doth now; as you may ſee by what 
he ſaith further: Away then with thoſe curſed 
« Cavils that fly up and down againſt this Doctrine, 
« forit is holy, it is ſweet, it is the Lord's; it makes 
© no good Man ſet all at ſixes and ſevens, as care- 
* leſs.” What he doth, ſaying, If I be predeſtinate 
© to be ſaved, I cannot be damned; and if I be 
appointed to Death, I cannot be ſaved ; but con- 
© trariwiſe it maketh Men rather careful to uſe 
© Means, as knowing the Decree of God taketh 
© its Effect by Means; and therefore ſuch as rightly 
© underſtand this Doctrine, and carry in themſelves 
© a Care not to ſpeak profanely of any Truth of 
© God, howbeit they know that the Decree of Gd 
©ftandeth ever in itſelf unchangeable, and cannot 
be altered; yet look they not at that, but at the 
Means that God hath appointed all Men to uſe, 
either for the obtaining, or avoiding of any thing 
* wiſhed or feared, and not any way made careleſs 
in the Means by the End. As for Example, that 
I may be plain, Rebecca knew that God had ap- 
pointed her Son Facob to live, and to be a greater 
Man than Eſau, becauſe God himſelf had told her 
that he would make two Nations of her two Sons, 
and the Elder ſhould ſerve the Younger ; yet did 
© ſhe not conclude hereupon, as theſe Men do, that 
© therefore it mattereth not what ſhe did when Eſau 
* threatned to kill Jacob; for being appointed to live, 
© he could not be killed; but contrariwiſe, iſhe 
moſt carefully deviſed, and moſt ſpeedily uſed 
Means to keep him from Danger, by ſending bim 
away 
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away to her Prother Laban, till E/au's Anger 
© ſhould be aſſuaged; knowing, as I ſaid, that the 
Decree of God did. not prejudice Means, but rather 
.< binds unto the ſame, as being to take its Effect 
in time by the ſame: and fo ſhe run not raſhly to 
the Council of God, as theſe Men do, but looked 
© whac her own Duty was, and uſed that; by which 
Means her Sons both lived, and all came to paſs 
« well, as God had decreed.? 

Two other beautiful Examples he brings to. con- 
firm this precious Truth; but let this ſuffice. 
The following P«iſſage is from Biſhop Beveridge's 

' Thoughts on Religion, Chap. 7. In a Word, I 
believe that Chriſt, upon Promiſe, and Engage- 
ment to pay ſuch a Price for it in Time, did pur- 
© chaſe this Inheritance for me from Eternity; 
©' whereupon I was then immediately choſen, and 
elected into it, and had by this means a Place in 
Heaven, before I had any Being upon Earth. 
© And when the Time appointed by Covenant was 
come, I believe Chriſt, according to his Promiſe, 
paid the Purchaſe, even laid down bis Life for 
me, and then forthwith went up and took Poſſeſ- 
< ſion! of this my Kingdom, not for * himſelf 
but for me, as my Proxy and Repreſen- 
< tative 3 ſo that whilſt I am in my Infancy, under 
Age, I am in Poſſeſſion, though I have not yet 
the Enjoyment of this my Inheritance; but that is 
© reſerved for me till I come of Age.“ Can any 
thing be more plain than this, that he held the Doc- 
trine of Abſolute Predeſtination and Unconditional 
Election: For what Conditions could à Creature 
have? but God foreſaw he would give them, or 
they could never have them, except they could 
work in themſclves. Wt | 
Il am very confident I could fill a Volume with 

Citations from able and once eſteemed Orthodox 
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Biſhops of the Church of England of this 7 


but let theſe ſuffice. 

cannot let one Thing paſs without tak ing Notice 
of i: One Edward Bird of Deptford wrote a Book, 
and” ifititled it, Fate and D ſtiuy inconſſtent with 
Cbriſtianity, or the horrid Decree of ' Abjolute an d 
Uconditional Election and Reprobation fully detected; 
and dedicated the fame to the Reverend George, 
Stanhope, D. D. Dean of Canterbury ; wherein he 


addre ſſes him thus: 


SI R, 

I humbly take Leave of doing myſelf the 
Honour of this Dedication ; and I am the more 
emboldened, from the Encouragement I have 
received from you, to print the following Sheets, 
having firſt favoured me with a Peruſal of them 
in Manuſcript. 

O ſhameful Impiety, or Ignorance! to give 
Countenance to a Book to be printed with ſo black 
a Title, derogatory to the XVIIth Article, that he 
had ſubſcribed to, c. | 
Now let me infer, how unjuſt it is for any Man 
that pretends to belong to the Church of England, 
to give the leaſt Countenance to the Popiſh Doctrine 
of Conditional Election; for that was one Point, 
that all your firſt Reformers oppoſed them in, as 
may be ſeen in thoſe Authors referred to in the Be- 
ginning of this Treatiſe, The Doctor with Thou- 
ſands more in this Nation, had an inveterate Hatred 
againſt this Doctrine; and I verily believe one 
Cauſe was, becauſe the Difſenters held it, viz. the 
particular Baprift:, the Independents, and a great 
many Preſbyterians, But be that as it will, he, with 
the Author, was puffed up with Pride, to think their 
two private Judgments were ſuperior to that of the 
whole Convocation in the Year 1562, as I quoted 
before. And when they met in che Year 1604, 
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they did not think they wanted Amendment, or 
Correction; but with the Concurrence of the King, 
Lords, and Commons, in Parliament afſembled, they 
were paſſed into a Law; and till continue Part of 
the Law of this Nation; and every Clergyman ſub- 
ſcribes to them, as profeſſing his firm and unwave- 
ring Belicf of them. 

But as I cook in hand to ſhew the preſent Clergy's 
Diſbelicf of the others, ſo likewiſe of this, I thought 
I could not pitch on a more proper Perſon than the 
Doctor, becaute his Works are fo highly eſteemed 
by them. There are two Tnings in this Treatiſe he 
{o favoured, that I think very remarkable: The 
firſt is in Page 4, where he makes Epenetus aſk 
this Queſtion, 

* But, what do you take to be the moving Cauſe 
of this Election? 2 

© Eutychus replies: Neither foreſeen Faith, 

Works, Freedom of Will, Nobleneſs of Birth, 
* nor Merits of Chriſt, but only the good Pleaſure 
© of God, 
Eßpenetus. I can by no Means concur in your 
Opinion; becauſe the Reaſon of Man's Salvation 
in Scripture is not ſaid to be given barely from 
© the Will of God, but from the Faith and Obedi- 
«* ence of Men.“ | 

When I read this I was ſurpriſed. Firft, that the 
Author being a School-Maſter ſo many Years, 
ſhould be ſo ignorant as not to know that there are 
ſeveral Scriptures flat againſt this Aſſertion. Now if 
he knew of theſe Scriptures, and would be fo bold 
to aſſert what he doth, then it muſt be a manifcſt 
Untruth, Secondly, That ſuch a Doctor ſhould have 
the Pcruſal of them, and let ſuch a falſe Thing be | 
laid for the Foundation of the whole Diſcourſc: 
For if | can prove that this is falſe, then the whole 
Building falls to the Ground: And that I may, pray 
look into thele Scriptures; 2 Tim. i. 9. Who has 
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ſaved us and called us with a holy Calling; not ac- 
cording toour Works, but according to his own Purpoſe 
and Grace, which was given us inChriſt Feſus before the 
World began. This is a flat Confutation of his Aſſertion. 
Rom. ix. 1 1. Not of Works, but of bim that calleth. Chap. 
xi. 5, 6. Even ſo then, at this preſent time alſo, 
there is a Remnant, according to the Election of 
Grace; and if it be by Grace, then it is no more of 
Works ; otherwiſe Grace is no more Grace, Titus 
iii. 4, 6. But after that the Kindneſs and Love of 
God, our Saviour, towards Man appeared; not by 
Works of Righteouſneſs that we have done, but ac- 
cording to his Mercy be ſaveth us; by the waſhing of 
Regeneration, and the renewing of the Holy Gh:}t. 
Here any Perſon may fee, that is enlightned by the 
| Spirit of God, that the Author and the Doctor are 
| found falſe Witneſſes againſt the Truth of God's 
74 Word. 
I) be other Paſſige in this Author is his bring- 
; ing in Biſhop Beveridge to countenance his Notion 
of Free-Wji!l; wherein he has ſhewn himſelf either 
a Fool or a diſhoneſt Man, in quoting a Sentence 
out of his Private Thoughts, Article VIII. as juſtly 
as if an Atheiſt ſhould endeavour to prove there 1s 
no God, and ſhould quote the P/a/m, where it is 
faid, The Fool has. ſaid in his Heart, There is no 
God. But he, willing to prove his Aſſertion, leaves 
out the former Part of the Verſe, and only ſays, 
There is no God, Now, what Pcrſon, of tolerable 
Senſe, will think this to be a fair Proof? No more 
is that he brings from the Biſhop to prove Free- Mill, 
as ſhall be made appear thus: (agreeable to what 
Biſhop Beveridge ſays, in his Private Thoughts, I 
believe every Man may be ſaved that will.) Now, 
that I may ſhew you the Dcceic of this Author (for 
a Fool could not have acted ſo crafiily) 1 think to 
4 ſet down two or three Paragraphs of the Biſhop's 
EH Book, viz. * So neither can I have a Sin ſubdued 
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without him; neither can the Fire of God's 


Wrath be quenched, nor the Filth of my Sin be 
waſhed away, but by the Blood of Chriſt, - So 


r 


* 


that I wonder as much at the Doctrine that ſome 


Men have advanced concerning Free-Will, as I 
do at that which others have brought in Favour 


of good Works: And it is a Myſtery to me, how 
any that ever had an Experience of God's Method 
in working out Sin, and planting Grace in our 
Hearts, ſhould think they can do it by themſelves, 


or any Thing in order to it.“ (Now comes the 
Words this Author quotes as Biſhop Beveridge's) 


, f & Wa 


Not that I in the leaſt queſtion but that every Man 
may be ſaved that will; for this [ believe is a real 
Truth. But I do nor believe that any Man of 
himſelf can will to be ſaved, Whereſoever God 


enables a Soul effectually to will Salvation, he will 


certainly give Salvation to that Soul: But I believe 
it is impoſſible for any Soul to will Salvation of it- 
ſelf, as to enjoy Salvation without God. And this 
my Faith is not grounded upon a roving Fancy, 
but the moſt ſolid Reaſon: For as much as of our- 
ſelves we are not able, in our Underſtandings, 
to diſcern the Evil from the Good; much leſs then 
are we able in our Wills co prefer the Good 
before the Evil, the Will never ſettling upon 
any Thing but what the Judgment diſcovers 

co it. 
© But now that my natural Judgment is unable 
to apprehend and repreſent to my Will the true 
and only Good, under its proper Notion, my 
own too ſad Experience would ſufficiently perſuade 
me, though I had neither Scripture or Reaſon 
for it. And yet the Scripture is alſo clear in this 
Point, that I could not have denied it; though 1 
never had any Experience of it; the Moſt High 
expreſly telling me, that tbe natural Man receivelh 
not the Things of the Spirit of God, becauſe they are | 
= Fool:ſh- | 
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* Fooliſhneſs, unto him: Neither can be know them, 
* becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned, _ 1 Cor. ii. 
* 14. | There is an abſolute Impoſſibilicy in it, that 
© any one remaining in his Natural Principles, 
© without the Aſſiſtance of God, ſhould apprehend 
or conceive the Excellency of ſpiritual Qbj-Cts ; ta 
© that a Man may as well read the Letter of the 
Scripture without Eyes, as underſtand the Myſte- 
ries of the Goſpel without Grace, And this is n 
at all to be wondered at, eſpecially if we conſider 
the vaſt and infinite Diſproportion betwixt the 
Object and the Faculty; the Object to be appre- 
hended being nothing jeſs than the beſt of Being, 
God: And the Faculty, whereby we apprehend it, 
nothing more than the Power of finite Creatures, 
© polluted with the worſt of Evils, Sin.“ See more 
of this in the ſame Article; which is an utter Confu- 
tation of the Doctrine of Free-Will, as generally 
advanced by the preſent Clergy. But the Biſhop 
goes on: And therefore, ſays be, it is, that for all 
© the clear Diſcoveries the Underſtanding may make 
© to itſelf, concerning the Glories of the inviſible 
World; God aſſures us, it's himſelf alone 
that affects the Soul with them, by inclining 
his Will to them: For it is God that worketh in 
us both to will and io do of bis good Pleaſure, 
Phil. ii. 13. So that though God offers Heaven 
unto all that will accept it, in the Holy S-riptures, 
yet none can accept it but whom he himſelf ſtirs 
up by his holy Spirit co endeavour after it; and 
thus we find it was in 1/-aePs Return from Babylon 
to Jeruſalem, Though King Cyrus made a Pro- 
clamation, that whoever would, might go up to 
worſhip at the | y City, Ezra i. 3. yet there 
was none that accepted the Offer, but thoſe whoſe 
Spirits God bad raiſed to go up, ver. 5. So here, 
though God doth as it were proclaim to all the 
World, that whoever will come to Chriſt, ſhall 
certainly be ſaved: yet it doth not follow, thar 
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all ſhall receive Salvation from him: Becauſe it is 
certain all will not come, or rather, none can 
will to come, unleſs God enables him, I am ſure, 
to ſay, None ſhall be ſaved, but thoſe that will of 
themſelves, would be fad News for me, whoſe 
Will is fo naturally backward to every Thing that 
is Good. But this is my Comfort, I am as cer- 
tain my Salvation is of God, as l am certain it 
cannot be of myſelf. li's Chriſt who vouchſafed 
to die for me, who has likewiſe promiſed to live 
within me; it's He that will work all my 
Works, both for me, and in me too.. In a Word, 
it is to him I am beholden, not only for my ſpiri- 
tual Bleſſings and Enjoyments, but even for my 
* Temporal ones too; which in and through his 
* Name, I daily put up my Petition for: So that 
© I have not ſo much as a Morſel of Bread in Mercy 
from God, but only upon the Account of Chriſt; 
© nota Drop of Drink but what flows to me from 
© his Blood: It is he that is the very Bleſſing of all 
my Bleſſings ; without whom, my very Mercies 
would prove but Curſes, and my Proſperity would 
but work my Ruin.” 

Here is a Piece of ſolid Experience from this 
judicious Prelate ; which is an utter Confutation of 
the aforeſaid Author, and fully proves what I ſaid 
of him. 

There is one Thing more occurs to my Mi d 
out of this Author; in the Contents of his Book, 
I found a Reference to a Paſſage, as I imagined, 
of Biſhop UjÞer's being againſt Abſolute Reproba- 
tion; which raiſed my Defire to ſee what that Pre- 
late faid on that Point, knowing it would be a 
flat Contradiction to what I had quoted from bim 
laſt; fo turning to the 45th Page, I found a cunnipg 
Tabnuation, but no Quotation, as follows, iz. 
© That not long before his Death, he declared to 
wo < ſome Perſons of great Note, that he utterly rej-c- 
ted 
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ted all thoſe Opinions of Mr. Calvin.“ Now I 
am apt to think here is a Piece of Fraud, for this 
Reaſon : Becauſe he hath not named the Perſons : 
which if they were of great Note, only for worldly 
Grandeur, and not 'for Piety, the Proof would not 
bear that Weight that he puts upon it. And in the 
fame. Place, this Author profeſſes his Belief of the 
Biſhop's having been a ſincere Convert from, if I 
miſtake not, Calvini/m to Arminianiſm. I ſuſpect 
the Truth of this; becauſe he would have made his 
Retractation publick, that the World might have 
known his dying Sentiments to have been oppolite to 
his former Writingsz which by leaving undone, he 
could not, in my Opinton retain his Character of 
Candour and Sincerity he was always fo juſtly 
eſteemed for ; from whence I may fairly infer, that 
no ſuch Change of Opinion really obtained in that 
Prelate : this being the third Falſity in this Writer, 
I beg of him that if he ever appears again in Print, 
it may be with more Truth and leſs Heat. He with 
Others on that fide of the Queſtion, judge us as un- 
merciful Men; but let me tell them, that if they 
can prove that the great Phyſician cures all Men, 
by taking out the Heart of Stone, and giving them 
a Heart of Fleſh, and writing his Laws in them, 
in order to prevent their finally departing from him, 
then we will come into their Sentiments; but if 
not, we will retain our Opinion ſtill, notwithſtand- 
ing all their Clamour againſt us. | 

All wiſe Men meaſure the Love of their Superiors 
by the Effects, as appears in Judas, not Iſcariot: 
Lord how is it that thou wilt manifeſt thyſelf unio 
us, and not unto the World! John xiv. 22. And 
St. Jobn ſaith Behold what manner of Love the 
Father hath beſtowed upon us, that we ſhould be 
called the Sons of God. By thele two Scriptures, 
though many more might be brought, it is evident 
that God's Love, as to the ſaving Effects, is not 
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given to all Perfons univerſally ; for if they were, 
then God-would work the Work of Regeneration 
on the Souls of them in order to make them meet 
for Glory; which only his Power can effect, Fobn 
i. 3. The Creature cannot do any Thing in a 
right manner, till this ſaving Work is wrought; 
for the Tree muſt be made good before the Fruit can 
be ſo. Now, if this great and ſkilfal Phyfician 
doth this for all Perſons, then we will give the Ar- 
gument in their Favour, but they will not pretend 
to that, becauſe it is manifeſt to the contrary. Are 
all Perſons made Heirs of God, and joint | Heirs 
with Jeſus Chriſt? Rom. vin. 17. Seeing none 
can inherit the Kingdom, but the right Heirs 3 for 
the Kingdom was prepared for them, the Heirs. 
For, as our dear Lord ſays, Fear not little Flock, 
it ts your Fathers good Pleaſure to give you the King- 
dom, Luke xit. 32. And our Lord Jeſus telleth 
his Diſciples, and in them, all Believers, That they 
ſhall never periſh, but have everlaſting Life, John x. 
27, 28, Now to prove that his Love is univerſal, 
it muſt be made to appear that theſe Bleſſings are 
2 to all Perſons; but, if it ſhould be objected, 
theſe would be given to all, if all would comply 
with his kind offers; to this we anſwer, with the 
forecited Biſhop, That it is God alone that muſt 
work on the Will to bring it over to himſelf, agree 


able to that Text in Pſalm cx. 3. Thy People ſhall 


be willing in the Day of thy Power: And as the 
Lord faith, I/. lvii. 18. I have ſeen his Ways, 
and will heal bim; and will lead him alſo, and 
tore Comforts to bim. Here you fee, that it' is 
the Work of God alone; away then with your 
Doctrine of univerſal Redemption: For univerſal 


| Redempiion, without univerſal Deliverance from 


Helt and eternal Wrath, is univerſal! Nonſence; 
for \Redemprion. carries Deliverance in the Bowels 
of it. But thoſe on the other Side of the Queſtion, 
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will not allow God to do any thing on the Will, 
bur it muſt ſtand juſt as it is; either to turn, or not 
to turn, as itſelf pleaſes, God mult not touch it 
with the Loadſtone of his Love, for then it would 
ſtand bent Heavenward, But this is aſcribipg ſo. 
much Power to God's Grace, that they cannot 
admit of, for fear of deſttoy ing their darling Notion 
of Free- Will: For if this Pillar is taken away from 
them, the whole Building falls about their, Ears; 
which they know very well; and therefore labour 
like a Fly in a Tar-pot, to work themſelves out; ; 
but they ſt ick the faſter. I will ſhew here how they 
invert the Qrder of the Texts, that are in the Word 
of God, James, i. 18. Of his ewn Will begat be us 
with the Word of Truth. But according to their 
Way of Reaſoning it muſt run thus, J 7s of our 
own Wills; for if we had been as obſt inate as others, 
notwithſtanding all God's Willingneſs, we ſhould 
never have been ſaved, yea, notwithſtanding his 
great Power and Love. Again; it is God that 
worketh in you to will and to do of bis own good 
Pleaſure; muſt run thus; It's of our Will, and of 
our Pleaſure; for we can put by the Work if we 
pleaſe 3 for our Wills muſt be left to themſelves, 
and muſt not be cured of their Obſtinacy by the 
Balm of Gilead, nor by the Phyſician: Therefore 
if we ſhould. own it is — by the Power of God, 
our Notion falls to the Ground, Whereas it is ſaid, 
He goth what be pleaſes in the Armies of Heaven,” 
and in the Inhabitants of the world; and none can 
ſtay bis Hand, nor ſay unto him, What doſt thou? + 
Dan, iv. 35. A bold Free-willer holds, that there 
is one Thing that God cannot do; and that is, 
he cannot. change the Will, for that would not leave 
at free; ſo that at God i is liable to the greateſt Fruſtra- 
tion that can be; for they hold, that he deſigaed 
all the human Race for eternal Life and Glory; 
and __—_ hed it in their Power t to make 8 
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tual. But they not being ſo good to themſelves as 
he was to them, they muſt periſh notwithſtariding 
he deſigned them for Happineſs. The Apoſtle 
Paul faith, It is not in bim that woilleib. nor in 
bim that runneth, but in God that ſheweth Mercy, 
Rom. ix. 16, which muſt run thus; It is of Man'that 
willeth, and in the Man that runneth ; if they would 
all do as they ſhould, and they have a Power to do, 
if they would exert their Power, ſo that they might 
make themſelves happy, Jude 24. Now unto him 
that is able to keep you from falling; it muſt run 
thus, If you will be kept from falling; and to 
preſent you faultleſs, if you will be without Fault; 
which makes it prepoſterous Ignorance. That Text 
in Pſalm cx. 3. Thy People ſhall be willing in the | 
Day of thy Power ; it muſt be, Thy People ſhall | 
be willing, if they will be willing. nes 
Which, I think, ſeems to make it not ſo full 
of Reaſon they boaſt ſo much of; for they ſtand 
up for Reaſon ſometimes beyond Revelation. 
Epbraim was no Arminian ; tor he ſaid, Turn 
thou me, and I ſhall be turned; but if he had been 
a Free-willer, he might have ſaid, If thou wouldſt 
. turn me, I may chuſe whither I will be turned, | 
Jer. xxxi. 18. JOY e. n ; 
© Whereas it is ſaid, I have ſeen bis Ways, and 
will bral"bim, and reſtore Comforts'to him and his | 
Mourners; it muſt run thus, I have ſeen bit Ways and 


} 4 


will bea! him, if be will be willing 1 ſhould heal bim; 


but if be will be obftinate, I cannot ſave bim; tor | 
if Lallare him by my Grace, then I make him to 
differ from others; and then the Doctrine of Free- 
Will is deftroyed at once; ſo that J am under an 
Obligation to let him alone, and not to draw him 
with the Cords of my Love, but to leave him to 
periſh in his own Obſtinacy: Though 1 could 
with the greateſt Eaſe lay to him by my Power; 
Let the Will be brought over by my Grace; as I | 
faitl in the firſt Creation; let there be Light, and there 
* was 
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was Liebt: But if I ſay, let the Will be brought 
over, it may ſtand out againſt my Power and 
| Will; and ſo be deſtroyed, notwithſtanding I have 
| a Mind it ſhould be eternally happy. For as the 
Rain cometh down, and the Snow from Heaven, and 
| returneth not thither, but watereth the Earth, and 
_ makes it bring forth and bud, that it may give Seed 
i to the Sower,, and Bread to the Eater: So ſhall my 
Word be that goeth forth out of my Mouth : Ie 
ſhall not return unto me void, but it ſhall accompliſh 
that whith | pleaſe, aud it ſhall proſper in the Thing 
t 
e 
{1 


whereto I ſent it, Iſaiah Iv. 10, 11. | 
But all that are for the univerſal Love of God 
to all the whole human Race, think that he deſigned 
them all for eternal Happineſs; and that he has 
left the whole Mitter to turn on the poor weak 
1] Will of a fallen Creature; that is a Captive to old 
d Satan, and a willing one too, that likes his Service 
well, and will be willing to ſerve him for ever. 
n How this Text can be made good, without wholly 
n throwing down the whole Fabrick of Free-will, 
| J cannot ſee, I profeſs: Firſt, the Rain cometh down, 
J, and the Snow: Now doth not that make the 
= Herbs, and Plants, and Corn, to bring forth 
4 Fruit? Can theſe Creatures hinder the Succeſs of the 
is Thiags {ent for their Growth? Then how ſhould a 
4 Sinner hinder God from work ing Grace in his Soul? 
„; if he can, then this Word is brought to a wrong 
xr © Purpoſe; and doth not prove what the Spirit of 
o od. inſpired the Prophet to declare to his People 
* id all Ages; but muſt run thus, I ſend my Word 
in like Rain and Snow; but you may hinder the 
m Growth, notwithſtanding my Defires, that are 


o «attended with a mighty Power. In ſhort, the 
1 whole Scheme is very weak; not worthy to be em- 
7 braced-by: any Perſon of Underſtandiog ; I could 
Il a Volume of Ylaces to the like Import. © 


re i W bere it is ſaid, J work, and who ſpa?! tet or 
as turni- back, as it is in the Margin, Now if they 
| L 2 are 
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are honeſt in confeſſing their own Scheme, the) 
muſt ſay, the Sinner can let it, or turn it back: 
He can fruſtrate the whole Deſign of God; aud he 
hath done it, and doth it, and will do it, let God 
do What he can; for it is not in his Power to move 
the Will. by his perſuading it to be willing. There 
is one Text that ſaith, Draw me, and ue will run 
aſſer thee; But this cuts the Sinc ws of Arminianiſi 
quite through? for what can the Church mean but 
this; that ſhe found her Will to be ſo. bent to other 
Lovers, that ſhe could not follow her Lord as ſhe 
would; fo ſhe wanted him to draw it to bimſelf. 
And our Lord taith, NM Man can come to me, ex- 
cept the Falber, which bas ſent me, drau bim, 
John vi. 44. | Now what is it that is to be drawn | 
to Chriſt ; . Surely it is che Will of the poor Sinner, 
that is enlightned by the Spirit of God to ſee his 
own Weakneſs and Inability, to follow Chriſt in the 
Ways of his own Appointments. Now 1 think, 
have ſaid enough to confute this Notion of Free- 
1403 that is, that a fallen Sinner, that hath not 
paſſed under a ſaving Work of Regeneration, hath 
not a Free- Will to will theſe Things, that are ſpiri- 
tually good, until the Will is brought over by the 
Work of che Spirit of God upon it. And you ſee | 
I;baverſome of your beſt. Biſhops of my Opinion. 
Abd 1 doubt not but that I could fill a Folio of a 
.thouſand Pages of other Church of Eagland 
Biſhops on this Point. But now they are eſteemed * 
as nothing: not that I come into theſe Sentiments, 
merely becauſe ſuch great and good, Men hold them, 
bur becauſe I, with others, ſee that it is according 
to the Word of God, and the Experiences of all tbe 
Saints in all Ages. But let me tell you, that [I 
eſteem theſe three Biſhops. Opinions to be worth a |! 
thouſand of your wWhiffling Ptiefts that will fling | 
their Squibs at theſe great Men's Sayings, though 
they are not worthy to carry their Books atter them: 
| But 


7 But I leave them all to their Maſter that they ſerve, 

: to give his — er re will be mn 
e to Truth. 

] «Oh. L pevorive that we are in the Wrong in our 
e Notions of Free. Will and univerſal Love: For 
2 when I ſee ſo many thouſands ſwearing, lying, 
1 and breaking the Sabbath, I cannot help thinking, 
7 that theſe Perſons are in a State of Unregeneracy, 
ic and have no true Hope of being faved: For the 
r Scripture faith,” by their Fruits you ſhall know them ; 
c and if they wete converted, ny dare not be found 
. ſo doing. 

Difj. Theſe F ree-Willers, if they pray conſiſtent 
Y with themſelves (as one ſaith) my DET — 
n run thus © 

„ 

8 ni en and, give me Grace chat I may love thee, 
e if I will; . I may fear thee, if I liſt 5 that 1 
# may obey thee, if I pleaſe : Lord, let me be 
2 < tranſlated out of the Kingdom of Darkneſs into 
{t | the Kingdom of thy dear Son, if I will. Not 
h unto thee, but unto ourſelves, be the Praiſe; or, 
- * at leaſt, more unto ourſclves than unto thee, RE" 
. 

e Wem this Doctrine well, and compare it with 
1. the Doctrine of the Goſpel, and you will find them 
a | juſt as agreeable as Light and Darknefs : They pre- 
4 tend it is in the Power of any Sinner to repent when 
d | be will z that is, that he can exert that Power at 
S, | any Time: But hear what that experimental Man, 
„ f Franci erin, ſaith to this : | 

| g 

— | Can hes recover 115 dar ſumed Fleſh, 

14 From the well feaſted Worms, or put on freſh * 

8 Canſt 1hou redeem thy Aſhes from the Dead, | 
g Or quit thy Carcaſs from ber Sbeet of Lead ? 

hi Canſt thou awaken thy earth-cloſed Eyes, 

: Unlock thy marble Monument and riſe ? 


ut | All 
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All Ibis thau myſt perform with as great Eaſe, 
As ia repent tbee, Mortal, when-thau pleaſe. - 

11 is thy Grave, not Bed, that thou art in 
4 bn rt not n, le alen art dead in Sin. 

. Non 14 1 
9 5 a you may * your greateſt. Men, for God 
Hoeſs and ee me Sade. e e 
Cb. I am a to ſee and hear. hw our, — 196 
Clergy are fallen from the Doctrine of the Refor- 
mation: I have often heard them thunder en 
the Doctrine of Predeſtination. 
Di. A Miniſter of Chichefter wrote a Book on 
the Articles which I had a great Deſire to ſee, in order 
toexamine his Opinion of the 1 7th Article; and 1 found 
that he turned the Article from its native Senſe; and 
that he might give Colour to his Sentiment, he brings in 
the 3 iſt Article, and would infer, that the Com- 
pilers of this Article meant it of univerſal Redemp- 
tion. Now I will endeavour to ſhew, that they 
never meant it of any ſuch Thing s but were Perſons 
of more Senſe, and Judgment: And, I think, the 
moſt juſt Way to prove it, is to hear what is ſaid 
on this Point in their Writings : And if the nearer 
the Fountain the clearer the Stream, then {urely thoſe 
that were cotemporary , with. chem, were the beſt 
_ Judges in what Senſe the aforeſaid Arucle i is to de 
aken. 

And I will, „begin with that wonby Rüber 
Mr. William Perkins, Vol. I. p. 296. ** As for the 
univerſal Redemption of all and every Man, it is bo 
better, than a Forgery of Men's Brains: There ſhall 
be many in the Day oſ Judgment. Marv. vii. 2g. 
of whom Chriſt ſhall ſay, {bat be never knew thera , 
and again he ſaith, Jobn iii. 36. Ile that believer 
not is already judged, and the Wrath of. God abides 
upon. bim. Bot i all were effectually redeemed, 
and only condemned for not believing in Chriſt, 
it ſhould have been ſaid, that they are already 


judged; 


4 


„ _ wk ae 


Turned Diſſenter. 79 
judged; and that the Wrath of God, not abides, 
but returns upon them. Chriſt makes no Interceſ- 
ſion for the World, Fob» xvit. 9. And therefore 
his Redemption is not effeftual unto all Men. For 
the Interceſſion is the Means of applying the Satiſ- 
faction. If it be ſaid, that by the World is meant 
only Contemners of Grace, it appears to be other- 
wiſe. In that Chriſt oppoſeth the World to them 
which are the Father's, and are given unto Chriſt 
by him; thereby ſignifiying, that by the World, 
he means, all ſuch as are not the Father's, and 
were never given to Chriſt. And Jobn x. 17. He 
lays down bis Life for his Sheep. Now the Sheep 
have all their Brands and Marks; they hear his 
Voice, they know him, they follow him, they 
ſhall not periſn, none ſhall pluck them out of 
Chriſt's Hands; and theſe are only ſuch of whom 
St. Paul faith; Rom. viii. 33. Who ſhall lay any 
thing to #he:Charge f God's Elef, it is God that 
juftifieth ? Who ſhall condemn ? And if this ſhould 
be true, that Chriſt was crucified, and died no lefs 
to make Satisfaction for the Sins of the Damned, 
than for the Sins of Peter and Paul, and the reſt 
of the Saints; it follows neceſſarily, that all their 
Sins are forgiven, conſidering that the Remiſſion of 
Sin depends inſeparably upon Satisfaction made to 
God's Juſtice for Sin, and. a Satisfaction does ne- 
ceſſarily aboliſn all Faults. We grant, that Chriſt's 
Death is ſufficient to ſave many thouſand Worlds. 
We grant, again, that it is every Way moſt” effec- 
tual in itſelf: But that it is effectual in, or unto 
the Perſon of every Man, that we deny; for if it 
were thus effectual, then it ſhould be applied unto 
the Per ſon of every Man, as to Cain, Judas; &c. 
Even as che Plaiſter is laid to the Sore being applied; 
Chriſt's Righteouſneſs ſhouid be imputed for the 
Juſtification, and Chriſt's Spirit: ĩnfuſed for?! the 
Ne re all and _evefp Man 5 and thus 
N — ſome 
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ſome juſtified before God, and fanRified, ſhould 
after go to Hell and be damned: whereas, Holy 


David never dreamed of this Divinity, P/am 


xxxii. 1. They are bleſſed which haue the Pardon 


of their Sins. And Rom v. 1. That thiy which, ane 


juſtified haut Peace with God.“ And in p. 298. 
he ſaith, The laſt Defect in the Platform is, that they 


aſcribe unto God a wrong End of his Counſels ; 


namely, the Communication of Metcy or Goodneſs 
in eternal Happineſs; for the abſolute and ſovercign 
of all God's Doings muſt be anſwerable to 

his Nature, which is not Mercy and Love — 
but alſo Juſtice itſelf; and therefore the right End 
is the Manifeſtation of Glory, both in Juſtice and 
Mercy, by the expreſs Teſtimony of- Scripture. 
Again, if the Communication of his Goodneſs was 
the higheſt End of all his Council, all Men, with- 
out Exception, ſhould be ſaved, becauſe God can- 
not be —.— of his End or Purpoſe; and if one 
Man be damned, he is damned, either becauſe he 
will not ſave him, or becauſe he cannot: if they ſay 
he will not, then is he changeable; if he cannot, 
then is he not Omnipotent; conſidering his Purpaſe 
was to convey Happineſs to all his Creatures. Now 
it is evident, that this Reformer was entirely 
againſt. Univerſal Redemption. 

Mr. Edward Elton, Miniſter of God's Word, 
at St. Mary Magdalen's, Ber mondſey, is the next. 
1 Win they that fill that Pulpit now would preach 


the ſame Doctrine that he did. Be pleaſed to take 


What he ſays on Redemption in his Expoſition on 
Colaſſians, p. 87. In whom we have Redemption, 
that is the 23 of Sins. Hence follows 
this Concluſion, that none are redermed by the 
Death of Chriſt, but only God's Elect. I will 
laboun to make this point plain. Remiſſian of Sins is 
part of Juſtification. in the Sight of God : and noge 
ies; God's Sight, but thoſe, og p 
24 nate 


may ft 
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deſtinated: For none bave Faith, whereby they ap- 
prehend and apply Chriſt to their Juſtification in his 
Sight, but ſuch as were preordained to Life and 
Salvation, Ads, xiii. 48. And as many as were or- 
dained unto eternal Life believed. Now then Re- 
demption being thus placed in the Remiſſion of 
Sins, and Remiſſion of Sins being Part of Juſtifi- 
cation in the ſight of God; hereupon it follows 
neceſſarily, that none are r:decmed but only God's 
Elect. Again, if we ſhould ſay, that Chriſt died 
for all, Elect and Reprobate, then this would follow, 
that he died for ſome that are now trying in the 
Fire of Hell; which is a moſt abſurd Concluſion, 
even contumelious and blaſphemous againſt Chriſt. 
It is as much as to ſay, that Chriſt died for ſome ; 
and after that, was not able to bring them to Life 
and Salvation. The Apoſtle has taught, Eyb. v. 
25, 26. That he gave himſelf for bis Church 
(the true Members of it) that he might ſanctify it, 
and cleanſe it, and ſo make it meet for his Kingdom 
of Glory.“ 

Let the Application of this Doctrine now proved, 
be to this purpoſe, to teach us that it is but a 
fond Imagination, and a fooliſh Thing for us to 
think that there is univerſal Redemprion by Chriſt, 
and that he died for all, as ſome vainly imagine, 
without Reaſon or Ground. When they are con- 
vinced of Sin, and forced to confeſs that they are 
grievous Sinners, then they fly to this, That Chriſt 
died for all. Many lean on this Staff or Reed, 
and deceive themſelves; We muſt: learn to ac- 
knowledge and embrace this Truth, and be reſol- 
ved of it, That Chriſt died only for God's Elect ef- 
feaually: And, If we would have Comfort by his 
Death, and by the Doctrine of Redemption 
wrought by him, we muſt labour to find ourſelves 
in the Number of the Redeemed, and be able to 
lay with our Apoſtle in _ Place, That in Cbrit 


we 
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wwe have Redemption. How is that to be done, may 
ſome ſay? Would'ſt thou know how. thou mayſt 
find Comfort in the Redemption wrought by Chriſt ? 
Then rake this for one infallible Rule, grounded on 
the Word of God, That Chriſt redeemeth Men not 
only from deſerved Condemnation, but a'fo from their: 
vain Converſation: To whomſoever Chriſt is a 
Saviour and Redeemer, by Merit procuring tbe 
Pardon of Sin; to him be is a Saviour by Efficacy 
alſo, by turning his or her Heart from Sin to God. 
It is plainly proved from Titus ii. ver. 14. That 
Chriſt gave himſelf lo redeem and fands. The | 
Propoſition is copulative, not disjunctive; and it 
is the Rule of Reaſon, that if one Part of the copu- 
lative Propoſition be falſe, the other alſo is falſe. - 
If then thou wouldſt know, whether Chriſt hath 
[ redeemed thee from the Guilt and Puniſhment of 
h Sin, look into thy ſelf, and fee if he hath purged thee | 
, from thy Filthineſs and Sins.“ Now, I think, here 
= is a ſtrong Confirmation, that your firſt Reformers 
| did not take the Article in rhe Senſe, chat the afore- 
ſaid Author pretends they did. | 
L read a Book ſome Years ago, I think it was 
wrote by Dr. Owen, but I cannot be ſure, There 
was this threefold Qucſtion in it: 


Whether Chriſt died for all the Sins of Men ? or | 
ſome of the Sins 2 all Aon? or all the Sins of | 
ſome Men ? 


T6 1, ths the Author, they ſay for all the Sins 5 
of all Men, then muſt al! Men be diſcharged | 
© by Virtue of that Satisfaction given to the Juſtice | 
© of God: And, if they ſay for ſome of the Sins of 
« all Men, then have- all Men ſome Sins to anſwer | 
for: Then as Holy David ſays, Lord, if thou | 
bo. ſhould mark Iniguity againſt us, O Lord, "who can 
: * Jad: But if they 2 4 for all the Sins of ſome 
* Men, : 
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Men, then we are one with them, and the Con- 
y troverſy ends.“ 


Will any worldly-wiſe Arminian act fo weakly 
in the Things of this World, as he, by his Notjons, 
makes Chriſt to act? That is, would any one of 
them lay down a hundred thouſand Pounds for the 
Purchaſe of a large Eſtate, and not ſecure that 
Purchaſe, when i is as eaſy for him to do the one 
as the other? Now, to ſay Chriſt laid down his in- 
valuable Blood, of more Worth than ten thouſand 
Worlds, and not cure th-ir diſobedient Wills, Who 
came to turn them- from Darkneſs unto Light, and 
from the Power of Satan unto God, muſt caſt the 
N. Contempt on his Love, Care and Wiſdom. 

ay, all the Arminians, that have any tolerable 
Share of Modeſty, muſt allow, that God knew 
who would not believe and - repent, and fo fall 
ſhort of that Redemption. Then to what Purpoſe 
would it be to ſend his Son to die for them, that he 
knew would-never accept of it? So by their own 


| Hypotheſis, they are {elf-condemned. 


Church, I profeſs I never heard ſo much in "All 
my Life on this Point: But this I know, all- our 
Clergy that I have heard, are for Chrift®s dying for 
all Men; and ] have always been in that Way ef 
Thinking. But now I think it would be a great 
Weakbels in Chriſt to lay down his invaluable Blood, 
and not know what he is to take up for it. Wie 
Men in this World do not uſe to do ſo. 

Dif. You. have rightly ſaid; for 'Chi'Ys * 


ceſſion in Heaven is founded on his Oblation, or 


Sacrifice. Chriſt is our Advocate with the Father; 
ſo he is ſaid to be, 1 John i. 2. there are thtee Things 
requiſite in an Advocate. Firſt, That he ſhould be 


a Perſon of great Wiſdom. ' Secondly, of great 


Faithfulnefs, And Thirdly, That he N 
a great Love for thoſe ts pleads for. "you? Wioheſc 
M 3 three 
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three Perfections are in our precious Advocate: 
bur one Thing that crowns the reſt is, the Judge he 
leads before always hears him, ſo as to anſwer his 
equeft, John xi. 42. Now, what Cauſe can miſ- 
carry, that is thus fortified with Wiſdom, Power 
and Love: And if this was done for all, then al! 
would be eternally happy. A 
"Church, I think nothing can baffle this. 
* Dif. I think fo too: And now we are both of 
one Mind; lets keep ſo, until we meet in the 
General Aſſembly of the Church of the Firſt. born, 
which are written in Heaven, there to fing Hallelu- 
jah 10 the Lamb for ever and ever. 
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To Dr. TRAPP. 


HE tenth Day of May being paſt, and 1 
ir having not heard that thoſe that are called 
and eſteemed your ſpiritual Fathers, have cauſed 
you. to paſs under the Penalty of a Recantation, for 
.Jafinuating into thoſe that were your careJeſs Hearers 
and weak Readers, that the precious Doctrine of 
Aſſurance was exploded out of that Church, of which 
vou would be thought to be a Son; and I having 
proved to a Demonſtration in my Remarks upon 
your four Diſcourſes, which you was pleaſed to call 
The Nature, Folly, Sin, and rig” of being Rigb- 
teen over much; that it was a Doctrine which was 
maintained by all our ſound, orthodox, godly Refor- 
mers, and holy Martyrs, as their Comfort in Life, 
and their Crown of Rejoycing in the Hour of Death; 
and that Mr. Barret, of King's-College in Cambridge, 
underwent that Penalty 8 order of all the godly 
orthodox Divines of that Univerſity, on the _ 
_ f ay 
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Day of May, 1595, for preaching up and main- 
taining the ſame Error, as you have done in your 
Four Diſcourſes. Now this comes to beg the 
Favour of you to let me know why you have not 
the ſame Penalty laid on you for the ſame Crime? 
for, if it was an Error in Mr. Barret, then it muſt 
be ſo in Dr. Trapp. Noy length of Time changes 
not the Thing. Let me be permitted to fay this, 
which I think to be a great Truth, that I know not 
of any one Point of Popery, of which this is one, 
that has ſo many pernicious Conſequences attending 
it as this hath; and that makes me the more earneft 
with you, that if it is the Will of God, you might 
be brought to ſee your fatal Miſtake in this impor- 
tant Point; for I am fully perſuaded that the 


whole Creation can as well part with the Sun out of 


the Firmament, as the real Believer in Chriſt can 
part with the comfortable Doctrine of the final Per- 
ſeverance of the Regenerate; for let this but go, 
and all Errors come like a Flood upon us: But bleſ- 


ſed be God, that ſome ſtand in the Gap, to ry us 
from N Error. 


Rev, Doctor, I bluſh for your Folly, i in endea- 


vour ing to make the Church of England, like a 
Weather-Cock, to turn with the Times; and yet 


you, with others, keep ſubſcribing to the Articlis, 
Homilies, and Colle, that are full Proofs of this 


_ Bleſſed Truth. God forgive you the Folly, Sin, 


and Danger you have run yourſelf and bers 
into. 
I take the Liberty to aſk you this home Queſ- 


| tion; Was a Brewer in this City to. put rank Poiſon 


into all his Beer that he ſerved Cuſtomers wich, 


and the People found out that he was the Actor of 
this dreadful Tragedy, would not this Thing 


be 


carried to the chief Magiſtrate ? and would nat he 
apprehend him, and cauſe him to ſuffer what the 
Law enjoins for ſuch an Offence ? And if he would, 
| OP why 
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why ſhould you be more favoured for vending a 
Doctrine that is as deſtructive to the Soul, as ſuch 
Drink would be-to the Bodies of Men? Pray con- 
ſider of this cloſely, between God and your Soul; 
for it is a Matter of mighty Importance in my 
Judgment. I have ſome Suſpicion that you ſee 
further into this Matter, when you was militating 
agaipſt this Doctt ine, becauſe you brought thoſe 
Scriptures, which you thought was the moſt eaſy 
to anſwer; but you could not be off of knowing, 
that when our Proteſtant Divines were combating 
with the Champions of the Church of Rome, they 
brought ſuch Scriptures that ſtand again ſt them like 
a Wall of Braſs; therefore, I ſhall ſet them down 
here, and deſire you will be ſo kind as to give me 
Four Thoughts of them, which I ſhall eſteem as a 
great Favour. But I will here take the Liberty to 
lay, that I am not miſtaken, but T have moſt of 
the Godly Biſhops and other Divines, that are gone 
to Heaven, on my Side. Mat, xvi. 18. John x. 
27, 28, 29. Chap. xvii. 24. Rom. viii. 30, 31, 
32, 33s 34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39. Phil. i 6. 
Heb; vi. 17, 18. Epb. i. 5, 11. Many more 
I could have brought, but theſe ſhall ſuffice at 
Rev. Sir, When I was making my Remarks 
on your Diſcourſes, I ſaw an ignorant and ill- natured 
Paſſage ſtand in them, and I determined, that when 
I had a convenient Place, I would put it in; and 
- finding I have one here, take the Liberty to do it. 
P. 61. the Words are, The Anabaprifts,, many 
of whom among the Country People at leaſt are 
perfect Enthuſiaſts, and perhaps ſome others; 
all their Doctrines turn upon ſtrange unaccountable 
Notions about the Roirit and inward Lights, by 
- + which they know not what they mean, and which 
they | confidently aſſert, without any ſort of 

„Proof.“ Ks 28 r 
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4 Turned Diſſenter. 87 
Now I will prove, that this is bearing falſe 
Witneſs againſt your peaceable Neighbours ; and 
that 1 may make good. this Charge I have here 
laid againſt: you, this comes to let you know, 
that theſe People whigh you call by this reproach- 
ful Name, have had a Confeſſion of their Faith 
publiſhed near ſixty Years, and ſtands as open 
and undiſguiſed as yours doth; and the Book is to 
be ſold by ſeveral Bookſellers in London. And 
what is more obvious, the Articles of their Faith 
do ſo exactly tally with the Articles of the Church 
of England, in all fundamental Points, that none 
come ' nearer: Therefore, if you had known their 
Sentiments before you went to preach and write. 
againſt them, and had a hearty Love for the Doc- 
erines that you have ſubſcribed to. be Truths; then 
you would have ſeen, that they are to be highly 
honoured by you, and not to be reflected on wick 
Scorn and Contempt, for holding up thoſe Doc- 
trines you with thouſands more of your Brethren in 
this Nation have let go, and ſo have gone ſo far 
oyer to Rome, and yet paſs for Proteſtant Divines. 
This is clandeſtine Dealing. 

Many have been alarmed by Mr. Wbitefield's 
Preaching and Writing, and have examined Things 
cloſely, and now ſee that the Doctrines which are 
preached by the Baptiſts, Independants, and the 


ſound Preſbyterians, are agreeable to the Articles 


of the Church of England; and have therefore 
Joined themſelves with their Congregations, decla- 
ring they will not return to the Eftabliſhed Church, 
til} her Minifters preach up thoſe Truths they have 
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